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INTRODUCTION 


TWO GATES RAGGED SCHOOL 
THROUGH THE YEARS 


birth of John Pounds, was opened; we can be reasonably sure of this 

fact. The circumstances that led up to this event can only be deduced 
from the few historical documents and the stories that have been handed 
down from one generation to the next. 


| n June 1867 TWO GATES RAGGED SCHOOL 100 years after the 


Perhaps it would be a good idea to quote the ‘foreword’ that appears in the 
Centenary Booklet, published in 1967 and then fill out the story in later 
chapters. 


FOREWORD 


cobbler named John Pounds, born in 1767; it was a wooden shop, 

one room down and one room up. The downstairs room measured 
16ft by 7ft by 6ft. In this room with only tallow candles for lighting and 
water obtained from a pump in the street John Pounds taught the raggedly 
clothed children of Portsmouth to read and write. 


P | 1 he first Ragged School was started in Portsmouth by a poor 


Hundreds of children, waifs, hooligans, pickpockets, indeed the worst 
possible characters John Pounds bought in and they were taught to read the 
bible. This wooden hut was called a ragged school because by its nature it 
catered for children that were poor and neglected. About the middle of the 
last century similar schools sprang up all over the country. No elaborate 
architectural buildings, no exquisite furnishings, no expensive organs. Just a 
place where the poorest people could worship God, without being well 
dressed. So it would seem Two Gates, being a village in those days of 
perhaps some hundred or so residents, mostly miners, chainmakers and nail 
makers, decided to build a place of worship to the glory of God. The tablet 
at the top of the School bears the inscription “Two Gates Ragged School 
built 1867.” No one knows why it was given the name “Ragged” but it must 
be assumed it was because of the fact that those worshipping there were of 
the poorly clad and fed. The writing of its history must be incomplete. It 
would take several volumes of books to record the names of men and 
women who, could not themselves read or write, as the Education Act had 


not been passed, yet by sheer personality and character, made their impact 
upon children. 


Names like Hingley, Homfray, Perry, Hall, Somers, Boxley, Auden, Dunn, 
Hodgetts, Adams, Bird, Cox, Beasley and many more, find their place in its 
history of long ago. 


The treats, socials, concerts, outings, etc., were part of its being, as radios, 
television, even motor cars and buses were yet unknown. 


It was one of the highlights of the year to go by the hundred to the fields in 
Lutley, a cup on a string round the neck, children on wagons and everybody 
singing their hearts out for the feast, a bag of cakes, the likes of which 
children only saw on this great day, Mrs. Fendall and Mrs. Bate, with their 
"shops" under the hedge, selling bulls eyes, liquorice straps and lucky bags. 
Mr. Cox with his bag of sweets, scattering them for the children to dive 
after. What did it matter if they dropped in the dirt, you could always wipe 
it off. Many too, in the 40 age group, will never forget Mr. Hodgetts taking 
his class each year to Kinver. How he made the story of the Kinver giant so 
realistic, as he recalled the old legend. There are so many memories to do 
with the school; it must be left to your own imagination, as you read this, to 
go down your own memory lane. Yet all this might have been lost, but for 
the courage, resolve and determination of those ordinary people, when 
those in authority wanted to hand the school over to another denomination. 
The writer recalls being told of the incident that determined the course of 
the school’s future. Mr. Alfred Homfray, a solicitor, decided he would hand 
the school over and the Vicar of the Parish was coming to receive it and 
preach the appropriate sermon. These men and women resolved that it 
should not be. They stood in front of the front doors and refused him 
admission. Mr. Homfray could do little against such a formidable power. He 
sat in his "gig" with horse at the ready. From that vantage point he shouted 
"T'll sell the School to you" although it didn't belong to him. The crowd 
yelled back "How much", he replied £5. The money was collected and 
handed to him. He drove off. Two Gates Ragged School was saved. We pay 
homage to them. 


This summary was penned by superintendent of the day Cllr Clifford 
Willetts OBE. 


BEFORE 1867 


originally arable land part of Cradley Fields, which were farmed in 
the medieval open field system. In 1782 Two Gates had only 10 
occupied dwellings (1782 survey). 


P | 1 he field where Two Gates Ragged School was to be built was 


A map of the area dated 1824 shows just a few dwellings in Two Gates, 
Oldnall and Foxcote, it was from these homes our ‘Ragged School’ was 
raised. The urge to worship took the form of small groups gathering 
together to express their innermost feelings to their maker. The first 
movement was made in the 1840’s, not by people of Cradley, but from the 
Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist groups in Lye; nothing came of these 
ventures. Tradition has it that during this period services were held in the 
homes of local residents and on occasions hymns were sung to the 
accompaniment of a flute, played by Mr. Jeston Homfray. Perhaps we 
should note here that in 1864 High Town Ragged School was opened, so it 
can be seen that there was a general awareness of the lack of education and 
worship. 


At High Town it was Thomas Crowther who started the movement, and at 
Two Gates it was James Perry. Mr. Perry owned a large grocers shop at the 
lower end of Two Gates. 


By 1843 when the Tithe Map of Cradley was drawn up it is thought that the 


piece of land in Cradley Upper Field numbered 508 in the schedule, is the 
piece of land referred to in the Title deeds. It was one acre and nine perches 


in area, owned by George Biggs and rented out to John Beasley for arable 
use. 


The Rev. George Biggs was Vicar of Halesowen from 1805 until his death 
in 1836. His trustee at the time of the tithe map was Rev. Thomas Philpot, 
who was rector of Pedmore for 64 years. (Transcription of Tithe Map and 
apportionment 1843, Margaret Bradley and Barry Blunt) 


In 1864, the piece of land in Cradley upper field, one acre and nine perches 
was purchased from Rev. George Hesketh Biggs, (Son of George Biggs), 
and his wife Lucy Amelia by Samuel Bennett of the Two Gates in the 
Township of Cradley, Publican Samuel Bennett kept the Two Gates Inn. 


In 1866 Samuel Bennett took out a mortgage of £300 on this and another 
piece of land from John Lashford of Witley Grange. By 1867 the mortgage 
had been assigned for the sum of 10 shillings to Rev. James Smith, a 
Wesleyan Minister and Christopher Inston. 


1867 


r. Jeston Homfray, a solicitor, and Mr. Perry persuaded Mr. 

Noah Hingley to join them in a venture to build a place of 

education and religion to the benefit of the people of Two 
Gates. 


According to the Ragged School deeds 21* June 1867 James Smith and 
Christopher Inston agreed to the sale of “All that field or close of land 
situated in Cradley Field, Cradley in the Parish of Halesowen and County of 
Worcester, fronting the road leading to the Stourbridge and Halesowen 
Turnpike at Colley Gate to Careless Green, containing by measurement one 
acre and nine perches or thereabouts and now or Joseph Beasley, bounded 
in front by the said road leading from Colley Gate to Careless Green, at the 
rear by another roadway running across the said Cradley Fields, on one side 
by land of the representatives of the late Miss Pargeter and on the other side 
by land (blank in the deed) by Samuel Bennett to Noah Hingley of the 
Chapel House in the said Township of Cradley, Ironmaster and Jeston 
Homfray of Colman Hill in the said Township, Gentleman.” 


Noah Hingley and Jeston Homfray were wealthy Anglicans who became 
involved with various philanthropic causes, often working with non- 
conformists to improve the living conditions of the working man and his 
family in Cradley and surrounding areas. 


NOAH HINGLEY (1796- 
1877) 


churchwarden at Cradley Chapel and an Ironmaster, he started his 
chain works in Cradley in 1839 before moving to larger premises 
at Netherton. 


He lived in Cradley, at Park House and Chapel House, then building 
Hatherton Lodge at the top of Drews Holloway, with members of his family 
living in some of the other big houses nearby. He was an enthusiastic 
supporter of both Two Gates Ragged School and High Town Ragged 
School. He was chairman of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee and the 
first chairman of the Cradley Heath and District Sunday School Union. He 
persuaded many local businessmen to donate to the Cradley Poor Relief 
Fund to which he subscribed himself, as did Jeston Homfray. 


JESTON HOMFRAY 
(1821-1904) 


solicitor, farmer and landowner living at the Grange, Colman 

Hill; his father David lived at Witley Lodge. Jeston allowed the 

grounds of the Grange Farm to be used for treats by the local 
Sunday schools and day schools. 


He was also a supporter of the Ragged School movement amongst many 
other charitable organisations. He was the first Chairman of the Cradley 
Young Man’s Christian Association, when it was founded in 1881. With his 
son Alfred he founded the Colman Hill Football and Cricket Clubs in 1878. 
He was also on the board of Governors of Halesowen Grammar School, and 
Commanding Officer of the Volunteer Rifle Corps (Forerunner of the 
Territorial Army) in Halesowen from 1865-1871. 


He found time to accompany the hymn singing at Two Gates both before 
and after the school was built. 


Only part of the field was purchased in 1867, 485 square yards, the price 
paid by Noah Hingley and Jeston Homfray was £36 7s. 6d.It was purchased 
on 21% June 1867 the sale excluded the mining rights but included a 
clause, “to make good any damages which may be occasioned to any 
buildings which now or hereafter may be erected on the said land, caused 
by mining operations”. 

The commemorative stone at the top of the School building states “built 
1867” so building must have started as soon as the sale went through. No 
Architect can be traced for the building and the labour was probably done 


by the people of Two Gates themselves, with bricks being begged or 
donated from local brickworks, and some folk buying bricks at one penny 
each. 


Noah Hingley died in 1877 and, although he was buried in Halesowen 
Parish Churchyard, his funeral sermon was preached at High Town Ragged 
School. 


Token dated 1867 reads ““Two Gates Ragged School Cradley”, perhaps 
issued to commemorate opening of School. 


1892 


was transferred to the sons of Noah Hingley and Jeston Homfray, 
namely Samuel Hingley, and Alfred Homfray. Mr. Jeston 
Homfray had moved to Broadwater House, Kidderminster. 


B y an indenture dated 27th May 1892 the ownership of the land 


The indenture states, “And whereas the said Noah Hingley and Jeston 
Homfray erected on the said land or on some part thereof school buildings 
and premises which are called or known as ‘The Two Gates Ragged 
School’. 


“Jeston Homfray and the beneficiaries of Noah Hingley, Samuel Hingley 
and George Benjamin Hingley doth herby convey unto the said Benjamin 
Hingley and Alfred Hingley All that piece or parcel of land situated in 
Cradley Field Cradley containing 465 square yards or thereabouts, and also 
all these buildings and erections standing and being thereonin or in some 
part there of and called or known as the Two Gates Ragged School. Except 
and always reserved the mining and mineral rights thereunder as excepted 
and reserved in and by the before recited indenture. To hold the same unto 
and to the use of the said Benjamin Hingley and Alfred Homfray in fee 
simple as joint tenants.” 


1896 


n Agreement made in 1896 between Sir Benjamin Hingley, Bart. 

and Alfred Hingley Esquire with the Managers of the Two Gates 

Ragged School states that Sir Benjamin Hingley and Alfred 
Homfray are the landlords, and the managers are the tenants, they are listed 
as:- 


William Auden, James Willetts, John Hodgetts, H.R.Perry, H. Hall, Joseph 
Hodgetts, D. Adams, M. E. Dunn, M. James Adams, S. Pearson, E. Bird, 
T.Willetts, A. Bennett, and C.E. Bridgewater all of Cradley, (hereinafter 
called the Tenants) 


Whereby it is agreed as follows: 


1 The Landlords agree to let and the Tenants to take all that building and 
premises situate at the Two Gates Cradley aforesaid and known as the Two 
Gates Ragged School from the twenty-fifth day of December last for the 
term of one year and so on from year to year until either the Landlords or 
Tenants shall give six months notice to expire on any twenty- fifth day of 
December. 


2 The said school to be used by the Tenants for the purposes of a School for 
the instruction of the inhabitants of the Two Gates and neighbourhood in 
morality and the principles of the Christian religion independently of sects 
and parties. 


3 The Tenants to keep the said School and premises in repair and insured 
against fire in the sum of One Hundred Pounds. 


4 The yearly rent payable by the Tenants to the landlords shall be the sum of 
One Pound payable on the twenty —fifth day of December in each year 
during the continuance of this agreement. 


1911 


| n 1959 a document was acquired from Somerset House, London, 
dated 1911 that established the school as an independent, 
undenominational place of worship. 

Those of the previous Tenants (Trustees) that were left formally transferred 
authority to an enlarged body (21), and the rules of procedure were 
established. 


In 1959 a document was acquired from Somerset House, London, dated 
1911 that established the school as an independent, undenominational place 
of worship. 


Those of the previous Tenants (Trustees) that were left formally transferred 
authority to an enlarged body (21), and the rules of procedure were 
established. 


Parties of the first part 

James Willetts, (Labourer) 

James Adams, (Warehouseman) Joseph Hodgetts, (Warehouseman) Enoch 
Growcott, (Mines Manager) 


Transferred to: 

James Willetts, (Labourer) 

James Adams, (Warehouseman) Joseph Hodgetts, (Warehouseman) Enoch 
Growcott, (Mines Manager) Harry Auden, (Engineers Fitter) Alfred Bache, 
(Engineers Fitter) Alfred Beasley, (Tailor) 

Joseph Bennett, (Grocer) 

Jesse Billingham, (Miner) 

Edwin Bird, (Assistant Overseer) Alfred Thomas Bate (Chain maker) Harry 


Boxley, (Chain maker) Arthur Growcott, (Clerk) 

William Harris, (Stoker) 

Frank Hough, (Clay Worker) William Hough, (Clay Worker) Bert Newey, 
(Chain maker) 

Caleb Newey, (Miner) 


William Newey, (Miner) 
Alfred Rudge, (Bricklayer) Thomas White, (Engineers Fitter) 


Bert Newey 


Caleb Newey 


It was at this time established that the land and property would be used for 
‘The religious worship of God and for the preaching of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ by a congregation of Protestants, this in perpetuity.’ 


Two Gates Ragged School was registered as a recognised place of worship 
(No. 41975) and in 1909 was accepted as a registered building for the 
performance of marriages (No. 1928) 


The school/chapel was organised day to day by volunteers.Teachers, 


religious and secular gave of their time and talents free of charge, except 
forthree retired school masters/mistresses who received a wage. 


Mr. Noah Hingley, members of his family and Mr. Jeston Homfray took on 
a supervisory role to oversee the work of the Two Gates School, visiting on 
various occasions to see the work in progress, and to test the children. 

The County Express of 13th June 1868 reported:- 


‘On June 9th 1868 Mr Hingley inspected the children and gave them a brief 
address on the subject of Cleanliness.’ 


And the County Express reported on 11" July 1868:- 


‘A treat for children of Two Gates Ragged School took place on Tuesday 
under the superintendence of Mr J Perry. They marched down to Park 
House, the residence of N. Hingley, where they sang some beautiful hymns 
and were regaled with ale, lemonade etc. They then marched to the 
residence of Mr. Homfray and were well supplied with plum cake and 
coffee. The children then retired to the field in front of Mr. Homfray’s 
residence, after which the teachers took their seats round a table on the lawn 
and were well supplied with beef sandwiches and tea. The number 
participating was estimated at about three hundred.’ 


Leah, the daughter of Noah Hingley, visited the school as the County 
Express reported:- 


‘On Monday last Miss Hingley visited Two Gates Ragged School, Messrs. 
T. Shelvock and J. Deeley took the children through their various exercises. 
Miss Hingley said there was great improvement since her last visit. She 
recommended the masters and mistress to give the children a good 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. The following verses were recited much 
to the amusement of the kind visitor. 


Two Gates Ragged School 


Messrs. Homfray and Hingley this noble school erected, 

That poor little boys and girls should never be neglected. These 
philanthropic gentlemen our masters’ wages pay; 

The Lord will pay them back again at the last great reckoning day. 


We love the Two Gates Ragged School, there we learn to read and pray; 


Our manners are improving as we go from day to day. 
We are taught to love the saviour who wept and bled and died--- 


They nailed him to a cross of wood, and pierced his bleeding side. 


We learn to sing and spell, we learn to write and drill, 

We learn to knit and stitch and sew; poor children to this school should go. 
The charge is but one penny for attendance every day. And if you cannot get 
the pence, the gentlemen will pay. 


T. Shelvock and J. Deeley conduct the Two Gates School; 
We pay on Monday morning, please don’t forget this rule.’ 


The local poor welcomed education, but being patronised by the gentry 
never rested easy. James Perry becamethe first Superintendent of the 
Sunday school. 


Joseph Deeley was a retired schoolmaster from Quarry Bank and was 
assisted by Thomas Shelvock in running the day school. 


The County Express of 6th June 1868 reports:- 


‘A Scripture exam took place at Two Gates Ragged School on Sunday last. 
The children were examined by Joseph Deeley, the late second master of 
the National School, Quarry Bank, assisted by James Perry. We understand 
that the children of both day and Sunday schools are making rapid progress, 
both in scriptural and secular subjects, under the judicious teaching of 
Thomas Shelvock and Joseph Deeley.’ 

The education classes were not restricted to children, adults and the aged 
were included in social improvements that were taking place. One sixty- 
year-old illiterate was reported to have learned to read the Bible and was 
confident enough to do so in public. 


There were several debating clubs started, where the local young men (no 
mention of women) could spend an evening in the warm, friendly 
schoolroom. Perhaps we should remember here that there was little local 
entertainment other than the pubs, no radio or television, no local transport 
out of the village and little money to spend. 


The County Express of 27th June 1868 reports:- 


“On Friday evening last a Mutual Improvement Society was commenced in 
connection with these schools. A hearty discussion was raised, the subject 
of which was ‘whether the earth existed before the time mentioned as the 
beginning of the first chapter of Genesis.” Mr J Deeley who commenced the 
society was elected President, T Shelvock, secretary. Other committee 
members are H Boxley, G Taylor, G Friend, S Bate, E Cox, W Auden and J 
Edmunds.’ 


An infinite range of subjects were considered and discussed, Theology, 
Evolution / Creation and Politics. In fact Two Gates Ragged School quickly 
became the social hub of the village. 


Again the County Express reports on 15th January 1870:- 

‘On 27th December a tea meeting and entertainment was held at Two Gates. 
Mr J Perry found the provisions. Seventy to eighty sat down. Afterwards the 
school was open to all the villagers to enjoy the entertainment free.’ 


In 1870 Jeston Homfray took over supervision of the evening school, the 
County Express for 15th January 1870 reports:- 


“The night school being carried on under the direction of Mr Homfray’s 
personal superintendence is doing a great work for the lower classes of this 
parish. The school after 


grappling with many difficulties is now in a flourishing condition and bides 
well for the future. We must ascribe the success to the indefatigable labours 
and indomitable courage of the manager, Mr Homfray.’ 


On the welfare /social side a sick fund was organised and a children’s 
clothing club was established. Local businessmen made donations to these 
clubs. The sick were helped and the children clothed, the clothing club 
allowed the children to be well dressed on the occasion of the anniversary 
services usually held on the first Sunday in June. 


In 1873 it is recorded that there was an average attendance of 50 boys and 
girls at the day school and 35 attended in the evening. The schoolmistress 
was Mrs. Sarah Bennett. 

The provision of music had advanced from Mr. Homfray playing the flute. 
Both children and adult choirs, led by Mr. Zachariah Crampton, were 
accompanied by Miss Downing, on the harmonium. The harmonium was a 
gift from Mr. Jesse Billingham. 


A report from the County Express of 18th January 1873 states:- 


‘On Monday evening last, through the liberality of Mr Homfray, upward of 
150 members of the congregation sat down to an excellent tea in the school, 
after which the children of the choir were presented with the contents of a 
large Christmas tree, consisting of the ladies and gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. A miscellaneous entertainment was then given by the 
Careless Green Saxhorn band, during an interval Mr Homfray told a 
pleasing tale from the Arabian Nights, which gave amusement. At the close, 
Mr Homfray proposed a vote of thanks to the new British Iron Co., Messrs. 
Harper and Moore, Messrs. King Bros, Messrs. Evers and Sons, The 


Cradley Colliery Co., Mr Aston and several other gentlemen who, during 
the winter months, have supplied the school with coal.’ 


When the 1880 Education Bill was passed education of children ceased at 
the school, it is almost certain that some of the adults kept their studies. At 
this ttme Two Gates Ragged School diverted its enthusiasm to religious 
worship in the community. Both Mr. Homfray and Mr. Hingley were 
Anglicans, but retained a strong interest in the ragged schools. 


Just before the turn of the century (1896) there was friction between the 
managers, the trustees and congregation when it was proposed by Mr. 
Homfray that the ragged school should have closer ties with the Parish 
Church. In a confrontation before a service with the congregation waiting 
outside for the arrival of the vicar, Rev. Robert Edmondson, there was an 
angry scene, which ended with the vicar being turned away, this bought 
about the establishment of the school as a totally independent, Un- 
denominational place of worship. And so a new era began. 


It is thought that the management of the chapel (Sunday Evening) and the 
building had become a separate body to the “Sunday School”. There are 
several references in the minutes of the “Deacons” asking the “Teachers” 
for financial help. 


Superintendants 


Mr. James Perry 1867-1879 

Mr. William Fendall 1879-December 30" 
Mr. William Auden 1880-March 30" 
Mr. William Downing 1880-Sept 27" 

Mr. John Charles Forrest 1884-Sept 29" 

(Mr. Perry appointed Assistant Super) 

Mr. H. H. Hall 1894-Jan 8" 1897 


(Mr. E. Bird appointed Assistant Super) 

There are no official records of appointments after 1897 until 1932 
Mr. James Willetts?” 

Mr H. Cox senior 

Mr. Clifford Willetts 1932 -1981 

Mrs. Hazel M. Clifton 1981 -2003 

Mr Barry G. Willetts 2003 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


Mr. James Perry. 1867-1879 


Little is known about Mr. Perry, he must have been active in the work of the 
school prior to the building being erected and also popular with other 
founders to be given the honour of being the first superintendent. He was 
the proprietor of a grocers/general store 


situated just one hundred yards from the site of the school building, at the 
junction of Two Gates, Tanhouse Lane, Toys Lane and the lane leading 
from Two Gates Lane. 


In the middle years of the 20th century this shop was owned by Mr. Harry 
Auden, son of a former superintendent. After completing his term of office 
as superintendent Mr Perry went on to be secretary to the deacons for 
several years. 


Mr. William Fendall Dec 30th 
1879 -Mar 30th 1880 


Mr. Fendall was only in office for 3 months and there is no reason given for 
this. 


When we look back over the years to those times and realise the numbers 
attending the school it was a tremendous undertaking and responsibility for 
anyone with no training and 


academic background to take on a position of this magnitude. After his 
replacement Mr. Fendall carried on as a teacher in the Sunday school. 


Mr. Harry Auden March 30th 1880 
- Sept 27th 1880 


As in the case of Mr. Fendall it seems that Mr. Auden found the position too 
arduous for him to maintain. Quote from the minutes of September 27 
1880: 

“Some time ago Mr. Auden was appointed Superintendent but at our 
Midsummer Meet, we agreed to give Mr. William Downing a Special 
invitation to our school and as he complied with our request, Mr. Auden 
‘having backed himself out’, Mr. Downing was proposed and accepted as 
Super. Amid applause, Mr Auden remarked that Mr. Downing was more 
adapted to the work”’. 


Mr. William Downing Sept 27th 
1880 -Sept 29th 1884 


In the notebook of Rev. James Hesselgrave Thompson dated 1863 there is 
only one William Downing noted. He and his family lived in Tye’s Lane, 
(In 1851 known as Tay’s Lane and later becoming Toys Lane) he and his 
wife are referred to as being Wesleyan. During the four years he was in 
office Mr Downing was very active in the work of the school. 


In 1881 there was a proposal for a new classroom to be added to the school, 
“On the left hand side of the school at the back 13ft 6ins wide and 18 ft. 
long”. (Almost identical to the dimensions of John Pounds workshop.) This 
was proposed because of the growth of Mr. Forrest’s class. 


A note is made on June 28th 1881:- 
Average morning attendance 120x4 
Average afternoon attendance 152x5 
Grand total for the Quarter 3,545 


This probably means there were 4 classes in the morning and 5 in the 
afternoon. 


Meeting September 27" 1881 

Building the classroom should begin at once, Messrs Downing and Auden 
to visit 

King and Co., and Harper and Moore to see if we can beg bricks. Meeting 
December 19TM 1881: 


Mr Elijah Dunn appointed secretary, replacing Mr. H. R. Perry who had 
been in post for six years. 27" 1881 Meeting September. Attendance for the 
previous quarter reached an all time high Total 4,750 


Meeting March 28th 1883: 
Treasurer Mr. Crampton resigned; the school was in debt to him for the sum 
of £13 7s. 2d. He had been in post for seven years. 


Mr. John Charles Forrest 
September 29th 1884-1892 


Mr. John Charles Forrest was the first Superintendent to be appointed who 
lived outside of Cradley; he had led a most interesting life before coming to 
this area. In 1882 he was made manager of Witley Colliery, Halesowen and 
lived at Witley Lodge, (this was originally the home of David Homfray, 
father of Jeston Homfray.)He was born at San Cristobal in Spain, 1859. His 
parents originally came from the North of England, and his father was a 
railway engineer who went out to build the first railways in that country. 
John grew up with his first language being Spanish. When he arrived in 
England in 1865, the family took up residence at Mold, Wales. Jacob, 
John’s father, eventually owned the Broncoed Colliery in that area; this was 
where John developed his interest in Mining. 


In 1882 he became the manager of Witley Colliery and his reputation as a 
good Christian spread to Two Gates, probably through the miners that 
worked under him who lived in the village. He became a close friend of 
Jeston Homfray. 

The Forrest family were strongly religious; one of his brothers became a 
Church of England minister. While living at Witley John married, in 1886 
the members of Two Gates Ragged School presented him with a bible to 


celebrate the occasion. John Forrest was a vigorous superintendent and 
there are several references of teachers and scholars having tea at Witley 
Lodge. 


IMAGE 7 


Records of chapel business cease October 9th 1890 and it is thought that 
Mr. Forrest was superintendent until he took up a new post as Manager at 
Holly Bank Colliery, Essington, Wolverhampton. Among other business 
positions he was a director of Noah Hingley Anchor Works, Netherton. 


The appointment and order of superintendents from this time is difficult. 
Mr. H. Hall was an assistant to Mr Forrest, he may have been appointed to 
the post of superintendent when Mr. Forrest left. 


James Willetts 


It is not known when James Willetts became superintendent; he is listed as a 
teacher in 1913. He is named as superintendent on the commemorative 
bricks by the door to the Sunday school extension, but as the date of this 
extension is not known it is only possible to say that he was superintendent 
for some time. He lived in Talbot Street and his occupation is given as 
labourer in the list of trustees of 1911. 


Names on the commemoration bricks 


James Willetts. Supt. Herbert Hall James Adams Alfred Beasley Edwin Bird 
Thomas Willetts Mary Willetts Sarah Willetts Alfred Willetts Mrs. Freeman 
Ida Gill 

May Gill Emma Auden Nellie Harper Sarah Knowles Herbert Leonard 
William Southall. 


Edwin Bird 


It is thought that Mr. Edwin Bird was at some time appointed to the post of 
superintendent, but there is no official record of his appointment. He took a 
leading role in the school at the turn of the century. He was an important 
man in the community, Assistant Overseer of the Poor Rate, Rate Collector, 
and Clerk to the Parish Council. He may have been appointed 
superintendent at this time we have no confirmation of this.His son was the 
first baptism recorded on March 6" 1898.Samuel, Horace. Son of Edwin 
and Ellen Bird, of Two Gates, the ceremony was conducted by G. A. 
Cunier. Who was G. A. Cunier? Was he a visiting preacher? 


In 1909 Mr. Edwin Bird signed the first Marriage Certificate but it seems 
that the ceremony was conducted by an outside minister. In 1914 and 1915 
Mr. Harry Auden signed the register for the first ttme and shares the duty 
with Mr. Bird and several other outside ministers up to 1940. 


It is unclear when Mr. Bird was appointed or for how long he was in post. 
He signed the Marriage Register for the last time in 1940 and there were no 
more marriages recorded until 1950 when Mr. Clifford Willetts had become 
the authorised person. 


On May Ist 1898 no less than six baptisms took place, all conducted by C. 
Stevenson. There is no indication who was superintendent during this 
period. 


Edwin Bird conducted his first baptism on December 4" 1904, the child was 
Benjamin John Ellvin. Harry Auden baptised Mabel Bennett on January 
1908, was this H. Auden who was superintendent in 1880 for just a few 
months? 


Mr. H. Cox, Snr. 


We only know that Mr. Cox Snr. was a Superintendent because it is stated 
that Mr C. Willetts followed him in the post. 


Mr. Clifford Willetts 1932 - 1981 


There is an amount of confusion about the date of the appointment of Mr. 
Willetts to 


the post of superintendent, it was generally considered that he was 
appointed in 1924, but the centenary booklet published in 1967 shows an 
insert:- 


1932. Mr. C. Willetts appointed superintendent in succession to Mr. H. Cox, 
Sen. Mr. Willetts seems to be one of a new generation that included John 
Taylor, William Billingham, Tom Jackson and Harry Cox, Jnr. 


Clitford Willetts John Taylor Harry Cox, Jnr. 


The Chapel (Deacons) and the Sunday School (Teachers) were separate 
entities; they both came under the influence of the superintendent. He was 
head of the Teachers and Chairman of the Deacons. There were still 
separate bank accounts for each. 


Mr. Willetts looked on the Sunday school as his life’s work but he also had 
another life in the local community. He was elected to the Halesowen Urban 
District Council in 1935 and was Mayor of Halesowen 1950-51, was made 
an Alderman in 1951 and given the Freedom of the Borough in 1962 with 
five other worthies, for services to the local community. He attended two 
Garden Parties at Buckingham Palace and was awarded an O.B.E. in the 
1980 birthday honours, just 9 months before his death. 


Mr. Willetts was a figurehead surrounded by a strong team of colleagues; 
the chapel was the bulwark of the community. 


Under his guidance the Sunday school won the Woodhouse Challenge 
Shield in the Cradley Heath and District Sunday School Union in 1936 and 
1967, the Sunday school came second in 1988 and because the local Sunday 
School Union ceased to function in that same year we are still in possession 
of the silver cup and stand that was presented to the scholars for that 
achievement. 


He was also a much-loved local preacher to most of the non-conformist 
chapels in the locality. 


In 1953 a major refurbishment of the chapel took place, with a complete 
new roof. The inside was completely gutted, new floor levels established 
and a platform was raised at the front with a new pulpit and other fittings. 
The old chairs were still retained. New gas fired central heating was 
installed to replace the old coke furnace. 


The cost of this venture was £1500. It took several years to pay off the debt. 
The builder J. M. Tate not only allowed this money to be paid off over this 
period at no interest, 


but also presented the chapel with its new pulpit. 


Mrs. Hazel Clifton. J.P. 1981- 
2003 


Mrs. Clifton was the daughter of Mr. Willetts and was looked on as the 
natural 


successor to the post of Superintendent. her Hazel had been a member of 
the Sunday school and chapel for the whole of life. 


She had taken her first outside preaching engagement at the age of 14 yrs. 
Mr. Willetts was ill and she took his place. 


For many years the Sunday school thrived under her guidance and the 
chapel became increasingly popular for christenings and weddings. 


As the century turned, life in the community became more and more 
secular. Most shops were open on Sunday, ‘Merry Hill” was a constant 
attraction, and many young boys were encouraged to play football 


Hazel took the word of God to all parts of the district as a local preacher, to 
many other organisations and groups. She told the story of John Pounds the 
Ragged Schools and Two Gates Ragged School in particular. 

She served as a magistrate on the Halesowen Bench from 1966-2000. 


Barry G. Willetts 2003 


EARLY CLUBS AND 
FELLOWSHIPS 


ounty Express 6th July 1907, “Last Saturday Two Gates Men’s 
Own Cycling Club enjoyed a capital spin to Stourport, where they 
were joined by a brake-load of non-cycling friends. The weather 


was fine.” 


Also from the County Express 1907, “Captain of the Cycling Club, Thomas 
Royals, Vice- captain William White. 13 Members cycled to Cannon Hill 
Park. 

Two Gates Men’s Own, an undenominational fellowship, 1909. 


mii Svea ee le ore a ee 


Clifford Willetts identified the men in the photograph with the help of his 
wife and some friends. 


Front Row from the left, Tom Davis, Albert Hough, Harry Auden, Edwin 
Bird (the secretary, behind whose house in Colley Lane the photograph was 
taken). Arthur Smith, Bert Hough. 

Second Row, Sydney Pardoe, Bert Newey, Henry Bate, William White, 
Caleb Bennett, Jack Bevan, Richard Blount, William Stokes. 

Third Row, Arthur Growcott, Egbert Rudge, William Kirton, Hiram Bevan, 
George Pearson, Joe Newey, Fred Beasley, Frank Pearson. 

Fourth Row, Albert Auden, Ernie Brettell, Arthur Bevan, Jim Winnall, Bert 
Hopkins, William Hough, Fred Turner, Frank Hough, William Newey. 
Back Row, Riba Boxley, Harry Willetts, Jack White, Josiah Bate, Harry 
Boxley, Fred Auden, Edward Roper, Jack Griffiths, Alfred Bate. 


TEACHERS 1913 — 1944 


here is, in the school archives, a record of the activities of the 
teachers in that period. It gives a detailed account of names, 
attendances and activities. 


Miss, O. (Olive) Goodwin Foxcote Farm 

Miss. E. (Sisie) Beasley Beecher Road 

Miss. K. (Kate) Taylor Oldnall 

Miss. A. (Annie) Bird Banners Street, Cradley 
Miss, B. (Beatrice) Bird Banners Street, Cradley 


Miss. M. (May) Willetts Talbot Street 


Mrs. J. Bennett 
Miss. May Bennett 
Mr. James Willetts 
Mr. James Adams 
Mr. Joseph Hodgetts 
Mr. Alfred Beasley 
Mr. Edwin Bird 

Mr. Harry Auden 
Mr. Enoch Growcott 
Mr. Joseph Bennett 
Mr. Alfred Bache 
Mr. Geo. Growcotl 
Mr. Percy Bate 

Mr. Harry Cox 


Mr. Philip Taylor 
Mr. Walter Tyler 


Talbot Street 
Beecher Street 
Talbot Street 
Church Street 
Two Gates 
Beecher Road 
Maple Tree Lane 
Beecher Street 
Beecher Road 
Talbot Street 

25, Beecher Street 
Beecher Road 
Spring Street 
Beecher Street 


Beecher Street 
Toys Lane 


Included is a list of suspensions (no reason is given for such action):- 
Miss. M. Willetts 

Miss. A. Bird 

Miss. B. Bird 

Mr. J. Bennett 


Also mentioned are Rose Bennett, Rose Bate and Walter Taylor. The record 
is most detailed and shows that only one of the female teachers had full 
attendance (Olive Goodwin). 


The male teachers had a full attendance. 

The record shows that Rose Bennett died May 21st 1915 

For some unexplained reason Olive Goodwin goes from 100% attendance, 
to being marked in the register with an S (possibly sick) 

The totals column headings are E. L. A. S. is thought that this would mean 
Early Late Absent and Suspended. 

Over this seven year period the names of the teachers remain constant with 
just a few additions:- Rose Bache 


Rose Bennett 
Norman Beasley 


Fred Jeavons 


David Adams 
Albert Jones 
Kathie Harper 
Florrie Winnall 
Harry Evans 
William Folkes 
Joseph Willetts 
Emma Boxley 
William Hough 
Mary Harrison 
Jane Taylor 
The average attendance of scholars was constant, between 100 and 120. 


The final pages of the book are titled ‘Historical Record’ they show that all 
the senior male teachers took an active part in the religious activities of the 
school. It is indicated that there was a rota for giving the address and for 
saying the closing prayer at each meeting. Other names are also mentioned 
for leading Special Services:- 


July 16" 1913 Black Board lesson by Mr. Raycourt 
February 27" 1914 Mr. Jilloth Address and Close 
March 14" 1914 Mr. Holloway Address and Close 
September 27" 1914 Steve Pearson Harvest Festival 
October 18" 1914 Preacher Mr. Marsland (Harvest?) 
January 13" a Band Meeting was held 

Anniversary June 13" 1915 Preacher Mr. Pouttney 
Harvest October 17" 1915 Mr. Walter Holden presided 


There is another record book for 1917-1920 
Statistical Returns 
January 1* 1918 for 1917 


Teacher’s books 25 including primary helpers 
Average morning attendance 18 


Average afternoon attendance 19.5 


Scholars 

Total scholars on the books, including Men’s Own Class 255 
Average morning attendance 101 

Total I.B.R.A. Membership 104 


Average afternoon attendance 183 


National Crusade 1917 


Total amount collected in boxes for the Sunday School Union National 
Crusade was £3 


Prizes for attendance in 1917 Total: 
Special Prizes 24 

First Prizes 26 

Second Prizes 24 

Total No. of Prizes 74 


The books were purchased from Cambridge’s, New Street, Birmingham. 
Selected my Mr A. Beasley, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. H. Auden, annd Mr. G. Jones. 
Sec. 


1918 


The Cradle Roll was formed for the infant classes on 17" March 1918 with 
Mrs. Winnall as secretary. 


Sunday School Anniversary June 9" 1918. 

Afternoon 2.30 p.m. Musical Recitation Service Presided over by Mrs. A. 
Parkes. On the following Sunday at 6.00 o’clock Preacher Mr. H. G. 
Pearson of Lye. Morning Collections & Donations. 


Morning Collections & Donations 8. 04. 07 


Afternoon 25. 10, 10% 
Evening 32, 13.10% 
Total June 9" 86. 09, 04 

Evening June 16” 15. 00. 09 % 


101. 10.01% 


(This was a time when local Chain strikers were earning approx. £1 per 
week.) 


The teachers held their half yearly meeting on Monument Hill on Saturday 
July 20TM An invitation was extended to the choir to accompany the 
teachers. A good company assembled and rambled over the Monument Hill, 
some 40 sitting down to tea on the grass. Donations had been given for the 
expenses of the tea which was heartily enjoyed by all present, every one 
voting it a great success. The meeting afterwards held and the business 
speedily gone through, after which some visited Clent Hills, others 
returning home, every one being highly satisfied. 


1918 

Annual Treat was held on Bank Holiday Monday. A start was made from 
the school at 2.00 p.m. A good number gathered for the start, Mr. Beasley 
provided a wagon to convey the juniors to the field. Tea was partaken of at 
Mr. Beasley’s Farm. Mr. Hill placing a field at our disposal for the day. 
Everyone voted the day an immense success. 


1919 

Annual Treat was held August Bank Holiday Monday. Starting from the 
school at 2.00 p.m. Mr. Jess. Beasley and Mr. W. Thomas provided Wagons 
to convey juniors to the field. Tea was partaken of at Mr. Beasley’s Farm. 
Mr. Parkes placed the field at our disposal for the day. 


Collection for Dec 22 1918 
Afternoon 1- 07-09 
Evening 18—07 % 
2-06 -—06 4 


Prizes for attendance in 1919 
Total Special Prizes 


First 17 The Books were bought from 
Second 5 Cambridge’s by Mr. Bird and Mr. 
Third 8 Beasley. 
Total 40 . 
Total Cost £5 — 07 - 03 
Teachers 
Total Teachers and helpers 24 
Average Morning attendance 15 
= Afternoon attendance 19,5 
Scholars 
Total Scholars on Books 210 
Average Morning Attendance 100 
Afternoon i. 145 
Total I.B.R.A. Membership 38 


(International Bible Reading Association) 


Scripture Examination March 15" 1919 Names Division 
Olive Growcott Upper Middle 


Mary Beasley 


Dorothy Homer 
May Tromans 


Remarks, owing to a teacher not being appointed in time, the scholars were 
unable to study sufficiently for the examination. Therefore they did not 
attend. 


On Sunday Morning, February 23" Mr. H. Raycord of Graingers Lane S.S. 
gave the address. Sunday Afternoon March 3TM S.S. Union Visitor. 

Mr. E. Woodhouse planned for Feb 23TM. 

April 1° 1919 

At the first Qtr’s Meeting (April 1) Mr B. Newey was appointed Trustee of 


the Children’s Clothing Club. 
October 23 1919 


Bible for Mr G. Bache (Active Service) 6s. 6d 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service and Sale of Fruit realised £10 


Sunday June 8" 1919 Sunday School Anniversary 

Morning 10.45 p.m. Evening 6 p.m. 

Preacher Mr. H. Cole 

Afternoon at 2.30 p.m. A musical and Recitation Service Presided over by 
Mrs. Allport of Old Hill 

Sunday June 15" at 6 o’clock the children repeated their hymns Preacher 
Mr. W. Holden 


Morning collection and donations 26-04-09 % 
Afternoon 24 —09—02 
Evening 30-08 ~05 % 
Total June 9" 81 — 02 — 05 
Collection June 15" 7 1t—o7 
Gross Total 89- 00-00 


From this point the notes are in pencil and very fragmented. There are still many historical 
points of interest. 


Prizes for attendance 1919 


Total Special Prizes 25 Prizes were purchased from 
First “ 29 Cambridge’s by H. Evans, Geo. 
“Second * 10 Growcott. Sec., Mr. P. Taylor & 
Third =“ 9 Mr. J, Hodgetts 
Total 73 


Price of Prizes for year 1919 purchased from Cambridge’s £ 11 — 17 — 09 
Actual price £ 12-17-02 


Number of Marks for Prizes 


Special Prize 104 
First * 100 
Second “* 96 
Third 5 9 


Statistical Returns 1919 


Collection for British & Foreign Bible Socictly 


Infants department 2-01 
Main Scholars 13-11 
Mens Own 2-08 
Womens Class TH 
£1 O1—08 


Scripture Examination, Scholars refused to sit because of no teachers. 


Elected Vice President for the S.S. Union Mr. James Adams 1920 

Sec wrote Mr. W. T. Poulton concerning 1920 Preachers for the Morning & 
Afternoon Services of our Anniversary, but owing to him being fixed up on 
that date he was unable to come. 


Tickets for S.S Union Conference 
Half dozen Guaranteed. 8 sold 12/- 


Collection for wreath for Miss Elsie Fellows of the Infants Department 


Infant’s Dept. 02 — 02 
Main School 13-06% 
Men’s Own 03 — 03 
18-11% 
Price of Wreath 10/6 
Collection for wreath for Elsie Wyatt May 30" 1920 Died May 21" 1920 12/6 
Anniversary Collection 
Mr. George Davis Morning £-s-—d 
Mrs. Beasley Afternoon 
Mr. FH. Willetts Evening 


Collection for Orphanage 
District: Beecher Road, Beecher Street & Alma Street. Olive Growcott 
Two Gates, Windmill ITill, Tanhouse Lane. Mary Bennett & Willetts. 


Money Collected Bennett & Willetts 1-09-01 
O. Growcolt 1— 07-07 
2-16-08 
Collection for wreath for John James. July a5” I4/- 
Collection for $.S.U. Building Fund 11-06 4 
Women’s Class 04 — 08 
Men’s s ___— 05-00 
1-01-02 % 
Evening Collection __10—09% 


1-12-00 


Mr. David Adams died on June 14th 1921. 


1924 

The next attendance Register is dated 1924 

Mrs. Geo. Growcott heads the list of teachers but does not seem to have a 
class. In 1925 she is marked as absent and then disappears 

Teachers average attendance, mornings 13. Afternoons, 18 


Scholars average attendance, mornings 75. Afternoons, 96 


Teachers 

Mrs. Geo. Growcott, Miss Kate Taylor, Miss Rose Bache, Miss Emmie 
Boxley, Miss Cathie Harper, Miss Elsie Taylor, Miss Jane Taylor, Miss 
Martha Evans, Mary Beasley, Miss Olive 


Growcott, Miss Alice Moore, Miss Alice Evans, Warren Billingham } 
Probationary Teacher Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Mr. Alfred 
Beasley, Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Harry Auden 

Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. George Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry 
Cox, Mr. Albert Jones 


Mr. Alfred Hough, 
Mr. Clifford Willetts } Seem to be added with a different hand Mr. Joseph 
Bennett} and pen. They begin to take class in April 


1925 
Mrs. G. Growcott, Miss R. Bache, Miss Emmie Boxley, Miss Elsie Taylor, 
Mary Beasley, 


Alice Moore, Alice Evans, Ethel Edge, Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph 
Hodgetts, 

Mr. Alfred Beasley, Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Harry Auden, Mr. Enoch 
Growcott, 

Mr. George Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry Cox, Mr. Albert Jones, 
Mr. Alfred Hough, Mr. Clifford Willetts, Mr. Joseph Bennett, Mr. Warren 
Billingham. 

Average attendances compare with 1924 


1926 


Miss Rose Bache, Miss I. Boxley, Miss Elsie Taylor, Miss Mary Beasley, 
Miss Alice Moore, Miss Alice Evans, Miss Alice Taylor, Miss Beatie 


Bennett, Miss Lily Fowkes. 


Miss Mary Turner (Auxiliary Teacher) 

Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Mr. Alfred Beasley, Mr. Edwin 
Bird, Mr. Harry Auden, Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry 
Cox, Mr. Albert Jones, Mr. Alfred Hough, Mr. Clifford Willetts, Mr. Joseph 
Bennett, Mr. Warren Billingham. 

Average attendance maintained 


1927 

Miss. Rose Bache, Miss. Emmie Boxley, Miss. Elsie Taylor, Miss. Alice 
Moore, 

Miss. Alice Evans, Mrs. Willetts, Miss. Beatie Bennett, Miss. Lily Foukes, 
Mary Turner, Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Mr. Alfred Beasley, 
Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Harry Auden, Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, 
Mr. Harry Cox, Mr. Albert Jones, Mr. Alfred Hough, Mr. Clifford Willetts, 
Mr. Warren Billingham, Mr. Joseph Bennett, Mr. William Auden, Mr. 
Arthur Taylor. 

With the addition of Mr. Alfred Bache who began attending in November. 


1928 

This year the list of teachers increased but the average attendance of 
teachers showed a marked decrease, the average number of scholars was 
slightly down. 

Miss Rose Bache, Miss Emmie Boxley, Miss Elsie Taylor, Miss Alice 
Evans, Miss Beatie Bennett, Miss Lily Foulkes, Miss Mary Turner, Miss 
Clara Winnall, Mrs. Mary Hough Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, 
Mr. Alfred Beasley, Mr. Edwin Bird 

Mr. Harry Auden, Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry Cox, Mr. 
Alfred Hough Mr. Alfred Bache, Mr. Warren Billingham, Mr. Clifford 
Willetts, Mr. Joseph Bennett 

Mr. Arthur Taylor, Mr. William Auden 


1929 

Scholars’ attendance in the afternoons ranged between 70 and 100. 

This year the name of Mr. Alfred Hough was missing from the list, along 
with Mrs Mary 


Hough (Wife?) 

For some reason 1929 showed a marked increase teacher absences, 
particularly in the mornings and among the females but it showed across the 
board. Was there trouble in the school, or an epidemic in the district, this 
would mean that the girls would be more in demand in the domestic 
environment at home? 

Teacher’s attendance in the morning dropped down to between 5 and 10 

In the afternoon 13-15. 

Rose Bache, did not attend any morning session for a whole year, Elsie 
Taylor, Mary Turner did not attend at all for the whole year. Beatie Bennett 
was marked sick (s) from February. Alfred Beasley and Arthur Taylor failed 
to attend for the whole year. 


1930 


Miss Rose Bache, Miss Emmie Boxley, Miss Alice Evans, Miss Edith 
Bloomer 

Miss Ethel Taylor, Miss Lily Foulkes, Miss Mary Turner, Miss Elsie Rudge. 
Miss Triffie Bennett 

Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Harry Auden, 
Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry Cox, Mr. Alfred Bache, 
Mr. Warren Billingham 

Mr. Clifford Willetts, Mr. Joseph Bennett, Mr. William Auden, Mr. Caleb 
Boxley, Mr. Edgar Williams 

Once again there was gross absenteeism among the teachers particularly in 
the morning session. Edwin Bird was sick from January to July. Several 
teachers began to form a pattern of only attending in the morning. Teacher 
attendance in the morning was constantly in single 


figures, in the afternoon around fifteen. 


1931 

There was a noticeable drop in the number of teachers, there were two 
females registered only for the afternoon and some long absences. 

Miss E. Boxley, Miss A. Evans, Miss E. Taylor, Miss E. Foukes, Miss M. 
Turner 

Miss R. Bache 

Afternoon only Miss F. Taylor. Miss E. Brettle 


Mr. James Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Harry Auden 
Mr. Enoch Growcott, Mr. Percy Bate, Mr. Harry Cox, Mr. Warren 
Billingham, 

Mr. Clifford Willetts, Mr. Joseph Bennett, Mr. Edgar Williams. 

Attendance was much better this year, some attended only in the morning. 
Miss R. Bache, Enoch Growcott, Joseph Bennett and Edgar Williams in at 
least some of this age must have begun to catch up. 

Teacher attendance average 10. Scholars average morning 65, afternoon 75. 


1932 

This year and in 1934 and 1935 the register is marked, C. Willetts Sup. In 
other documents there is reference to C. Willetts being appointed 
superintendent in 1936? 


Miss. E. Boxley, Miss. R. Bache, Miss. A. Evans, Miss. F. Taylor, Miss. L. 
Stokes 

Miss. M. Harris, Miss. B. Littlewood 

Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. H. Auden, Mr. E. Growcott, 
Mr. P. Bate, Mr. H. Cox, Mr. W. Billingham, Mr. C. Willetts, Sup. Mr. E. 
Williams 

Beatie Bennett marked sick and absent for three years, her name has now 
gone from the list. 


1933 

Miss. E. Boxley, Miss. R. Bache, Miss. A. Evans, Miss. F. Taylor, Miss. B. 
Littlewood Miss. L. Stokes 

Mr. Adams, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. H. Auden, Mr. E. Growcott, 
Mr. P. Bate Mr. H. Cox, Mr. C. Willetts, Mr. E. Williams 

Both Mr. Enoch Growcott and Miss Rose Bache are now attending in the 
mornings only 


1934 

Miss. E. Boxley, Miss. R. Bache, Miss. A. Evans, Miss. L. Stokes, Miss R. 
Boxley Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. C. Willetts, Sup. 
Mr. P. Bate, Mr. E. Growcott, Mr. H. Cox, Mr. E. Williams 


Auxiliary Teachers 
Gladys Cooper, Isabella Payne, Miss Doris Wood, Edna Hough, Gladys 
Kirton 


The male teachers were still the older members; they had been in office for 
many years, some from the turn of the century. These auxiliary teacher were 
a younger element who were to be the back bone of the Sunday school 
through the 30’s and well into the war years. Things were changing and 
numbers were declining, teachers averaging 10, scholars 50. 


1935 

Miss E. Boxley, Miss R. Bache, Miss L. Stokes, Miss R Boxley, Miss G. 
Cooper, Miss I. Payne Miss D. Wood, Miss E. Hough, Miss G. Kirton, Miss 
M. Britton Mr. J. Adams, Mr. P. Bate, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. 
Growcott, Mr. E. Williams Mr. C. Willetts Supt. 

Again Emmie Boxley and Rose Bache were absent for the whole year, as 
was Emmie Hough, Mr. Growcott and Mr. Williams were also absent for 
the whole year. 


1936 

This looks to be a disastrous year particularly in the morning session. 
August ht 

There were just three teachers present, Mr. Adams, Mr. Hodgetts and Mr. 
Willetts. This pattern repeated in July, September and November. Rose 
Boxley was the only female to get near to full attendance. Many others 
failed completely. 

Teachers average attendance 5-6 

Scholars average attendance 50 

This was the year that the school won the Woodhouse Shield in the Sunday 
School Union 


Scripture Examination. 


Miss E. Boxley, Miss R. Bache, Miss L. Stokes, Miss R. Boxley, Miss G. 
Cooper, Miss I. Payne, Miss D. Wood, Miss C. Kirton, Miss K. Williams, 
Miss L. Taylor, Miss M. Britton Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. Bird, 
Mr. E. Growcott, Mr. E. Williams, Mr. C. Willetts, Mr. P. Bate, Mr. W 
Billingham 

1937 

Once again Rose Boxley is the only female teacher to achieve anything like 
full attendance, morning and afternoon, in the afternoon session Miss 
Williams, Rose Boxley and Gladys Cooper achieved high marks. 


The new auxiliary teachers performed exceptionally well and qualified for a 
special prize. Miss E. Boxley and Miss E. Griffin were the only two female 
teachers to be constant attendees both morning and afternoon. 


1938 
This year there are more female teachers listed but morning attendance is 
still poor, 


Miss Emmie Boxley and Elsie Griffin were supported by Miss Gladys 
Garratt, Daisy Homer and Miss P. Williams. Has Miss Alice Evans become 
Mrs Alice Bennett? 


Miss G. Cooper (Gladys), Miss K. Williams (Kathe), Miss R. Boxley 
(Rose), Miss I. Hill (Ivy) Miss O. Stokes (Olive), Miss K. Malpass (Kathe), 
Miss M. Cooper (Minnie) Miss M. Griffin (Mary), Miss A. Pearson 
(Annie), Miss G. Garratt (Gladys) Miss D. Homer (Daisy), Miss P. 
Williams, Mrs. A. Bennett (Alice), Miss E. Griffin (Elsie) Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. J Hodgetts, Mr. E Bird, Mr. E. Growcott, Mr. C. Willetts 


Afternoon attendance excellent 

Teachers averaged 19. Scholars 90 

There is an envelope tucked in the pages for 1938 that bears the inscription, 
Miss Alice Evans secretary Two Gates S. School 


1939 

Miss G. Cooper, Miss K. Williams, Miss G. Garratt, Miss I. Hill, Miss O. 
Stokes Miss K. Malpass, Miss M. Cooper, Miss M. Griffin, Miss G. Griffin, 
Miss A. Pearson Miss D. Homer, Miss P. Williams, Miss E. Griffin, Mrs. A. 
Bennet 

Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Hodgetts, Mr. E. Bird, Mr. E. Growcott, Mr. C. 
Willetts 


Auxiliary Teachers 

Miss E. Tallis, Miss Elsie Crampton, Miss Ada James, Miss Edna Mantle, 
Miss Irene Kirton Once again morning attendance poor Gladys Garratt and 
Elsie Griffin were the only females to support the male leaders. Mr. 
Growcott only attended in the afternoons. The afternoon 


attendance of scholars was around 80, mornings about 55. Teachers 
averaged around 14 in the afternoons. 


1940 

Possibly because of the War the register seems to be neglected. What 
records there are show there are still between 60 — 80 scholars regularly 
attending but teacher numbers are down again in the mornings. Perhaps 
they were involved with war work. Around 10 teachers attend in the 
afternoon. 


1941 
Still very poor records and attendance. 


1942 

The male teachers remain the same. There were many losses from the 
female list but some young additions:- 

Mrs. A Bennett, Miss I. Hill, Hilda Morse, Gladys Wyatt, Betty Jackson, 
Joyce Willetts 

This year there is a pencil line through Mr. Edwin Birds name and there was 
only spasmodic 


attendance up to July. 


1943 
Teacher lists remain the same. Where recorded Scholars number about 50. 


1944 
Two new additions to the female list Miss M. Taylor (Margaret) and Miss P. 
Smith This is the final year of these records. 


Throughout these books there are records of the Primary dept. In 1924 
attendance was around 25 children. Then up to 1928 the number was about 
30 and numbers did not drop below 20 until 1934 then they increased till 
1937 the final year of records, 1944 the average was 10. 


VE CELEBRATIONS MAY 
1945 


fter the Prime Minister’s declaration that the war was over, a 

service was held at Two Gates, on land owned by Mr Thomas. 

The service was conducted by Mr C Willetts with about 300 
people attending. A treat was organised for the children by the ladies led by 
Mrs Harling, over 200 sat down to tea. 


Later in the evening the service which was to have been held in Two Gates 
Ragged School was moved outside, about 500 people attended. Cllr. 
Willetts conducted the service and the choir sang “Grace so rich and free,” 
the soloist being Mrs E Malpass. Mr F Auden accompanied the hymn 
singing. A bonfire was provided by Mr Thomas and the celebrations ended 
at midnight. 


The celebrations continued at Two Gates on Wednesday, the bonfire still 
going strong. Some 100 people were gathered round about midnight, when 
someone saw the curate (Rev F L Craig —Kelly) and he was invited to 
conduct a service, he consented and Mr G James sang “The Holy City.” 


VICTORY IN JAPAN 
CELEBRATIONS AUGUST 
1945 


immediately after the Prime Minister’s announcement. A Mother 

with 4 sons serving (two in the Far East) said to Cllr. C Willetts, 
“Come on Cliff let’s have a prayer.” Mr Willetts opened up the school and 
Dennis Edge, the official bell ringer was woken up to ring the bell. Soon the 
school was filled, with some standing. People came from their bed, hastily 
dressed. Cllr. Willetts conducted the service which lasted until 2.15 am. Mr 
and Mrs Tom Bennett accompanied the hymns. About 300 children were 
entertained to tea on Thursday. Provisions were collected in the pouring rain 
by a committee of ladies from Clent View Road, High Park Road and Two 
Gates, who worked hard to provide ice cream, sweets, lemonade, and 
plums, in addition to a first class tea. Community singing was enjoyed. By 
midnight 2000 people had gathered round a huge bonfire and dancing was 
enjoyed. At 9 pm the Kings speech was relayed. It was 3am when “Auld 
Lang Syne” was sung to conclude the day’s events. 


pP eople in Two Gates gathered in small groups to discuss the news, 


MEMORIES OF TWO 
GATES RAGGED 
SCHOOL BY MARGARET 
CLIFTON NEE TAYLOR 


hen I was young, Two Gates Ragged School Chapel was well 

attended, years ago by the usual members of Mr. & Mrs. B. 

Billingham, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Cox, Mr. Bert Newey, Mr. W. 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. John Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fowkes, Mr. J. Hodgetts 
and quite a lot more. Mr. Clifford Willetts was Superintendent for many 
years, followed by his daughter Mrs. Hazel Clifton and now by his son 
Barry. 
The Bright Hour on Tuesday afternoon was well attended and during the 
summer we went on coach trips to various places. 


The Children’s Sunday School was well attended; the teachers were Mr. 
Growcott, Mr. Edwin Bird, Mr. Joseph Adams, Mr. Joseph Hodgetts, Ivy 
Hill and others. 

Mr. Joseph Hodgetts always took his members, which were always girls of 
9 or 10 years old, to Kinver on the bus, going to Wells Tearoom for our tea, 
came from there to walk up the hill, he would then buy us all an ice cream, 
and then back home on the bus. A few weeks later he would take us to 
Birmingham on the bus to the Birmingham Art Gallery, where he would ask 
us to choose our favourite picture, take us into a café again and then back 
home on the bus, he would pay for that. About September or October he 


would invite us to his home in Beecher Road, we had a drink, cake and 
sandwich, while he picked apples from his tree and gave each girl so many 
each. 


SECRETARIES 


Education of both children and adults, the Chapel, Sunday worship for 

adults and the Sunday School for the children. Three units with 
intermingled leadership! All working for the common good and welfare of 
the community. In the first minute book of the teachers Quarterly Meetings 
available, and in the first entry, September 30th 1879 the page is signed by 
H. R. Perry (Secretary) Mr. James Willetts acted as chairman at that 
meeting. 


| n the early days of Two Gates there were three separate entities, 


The first Superintendent was Mr. James Perry it is not known if the two Mr. 
Perry’s were related, we have to bear in mind that this was thirteen years 
after the founding of the school. The next entry in the book mentions Mr. 
Wm. Fendall commencing his duties as Superintendent in the first week in 
January 1880. 


When Mr. H. R. Perry retired in 1881, on doctor’s advice it was noted that 
he had served in the post for six years, since 1875. It is known that Mr. 
Clifford Willetts was an errand boy for Mr. H. Perry when he was a young 
boy. 


He was succeeded by Mr. Elijah Dunn. 

[In another set of minutes, which seem to be of meetings of the governing 
body (The Deacons) it is proposed that the Teachers be asked for a loan of 
£25.00 from school funds to help with expenses. This indicates that at this 
time there were two separate units — Chapel and Sunday School]. 

It is thought that when Mr. Willetts became superintendent in 1932 the 
Chapel and Sunday School were separate entities but slowly came closer 
together under his leadership. But the Chapel still functioned under the 
authority of the Deacons. Until eventually this group virtually disappeared, 
only to be reactivated by Mr. B. Willetts in 2003. 


In regard to the role of the secretaries Mr. C. Willetts took on the role of 
outside communication, that is, correspondence, and the secretaries job 
became more ‘in house’. The secretary organised the children and their 
classes, the registers and at the end of the year totalled up attendances and 
allocated prizes, Special (104) First (100) Second (96) Third (90) the 
numbers in brackets are the actual attendances. 


Prized for good attendance at Sunday School have always been treasured 
possessions, at the present time (2008) there are in the possession of the 

school, prized dating back to 1898. 120 years of history with most books 
being signed by the secretary of the relevant year. When Neil Clarke was 


appointed secretary he was the first male to hold the post for over 50 years, 
since Mr. John Taylor, December 1934. 


Amended 2008 By ea eet Willetts. 


Deacons / Chapel 
1879 Harry R. Perry 
[892 Elijah Dunn 
1930 John Taylor 


1936 Alice Evans Nee Bennett (Long Service} 


Gladys Garratt 
1946-1956 Joyce Willetts 


Sheila Penn Short Service 
Pat Grice & Carol While (Joint) 


Patricia Wright 
Neal Clarke 
Tracy Attwood 


Joanne Greening Nee Chance 
Linda Worton Nee Jeavons 
2004 Sheila Perry Nee Fellows 


Jothing Club 

1919 Bert Newey 
Margaret Taylor 
Clifford Willetts 


LOS | Norman Clifton 


AMS Barry Willetts 


Assistant 


Assistants 
Joyce Willetts 
Marjory Cole 
Norman Clifton 
Assistant 

Joan Wilkes 
Patricia Grice 
Barry Willetts 


BUILDINGS, ADDITIONS 
AND ALTERATIONS 


867. The original building was constructed as one large barn-like 

room, completed in the early months of 1867. A service of 

dedication was held on the first Sunday in June and an anniversary 
service was held on that day for over 130 years. In the 1990’s this date was 
varied because it clashed with the Spring Bank Holiday and there were 
fewer children on the platform for the celebration service. 


Although it is not known who the contractor was for the erection of the 
building, (if there was one) it must have been an awesome sight for the 
locals to watch the brickwork grow, from foundations to the top of the 
chimney. 40 ft. wide and 50 ft. high and 94 ft. back from the dirt road. The 
largest building in the village, overlooking the valley that contained Cradley 
Park, with an uninterrupted view of Dudley Castle to the north and to the 
north-west a clear view of the Wrekin. in 


The numbers that were attending the building were, the early days too great 
for the capacity of the room, which meant there was always talk and plans 
for the building to be enlarged. First attempts to increase the capacity were 
to erect a wooden shed at the back of the brick building; this was a DIY 
effort and was always inadequate. 


In the centenary booklet there is mention of the ‘class room’ as early as 
1883. Teachers were to pay 6d per week to pay off the debt. Was this the 


wooden building? 


There are no records within the school to indicate when the substantial 
extension was built. A collection of commemorative bricks set in the wall of 
the ‘new’ building shows Mr. James Willetts as superintendent. Names on 
the commemoration bricks: 


James Willetts. Supt. Herbert Hall James Adams Alfred Beasley Edwin 
Bird, Thomas Willetts Mary Willetts Sarah Willetts Alfred Willetts Mrs. 
Freeman Ida Gill, May Gill Emma Auden Nellie Harper Sarah Knowles 
Herbert Leonard William Southall 


These individuals must have been active at the time of the new 
construction, note the five Willetts surnames. The only one of these that 
may be directly related to the later Willetts family (superintendents from 
1932) is Thomas Willetts. 


(I never heard any stories of my grandfather Thomas being actively 
involved with the school. B. G. Willetts). 


1912 


‘Additional class rooms at the top of the school completed’. Was this the 
brick structure? 


1914 to 1918 

The debt to the school was cleared by members contributing £1 each. So, 
the extension to the original building probably took place between the time 
when Mr. Forrest left the district 1890 and the 1920’s when Mr. Cox snr. 
was superintendent. 

B.G. Willetts:- my father was born 1896 and was superintendent from 1932 
and to the best of my knowledge he had no recollection of the extension 
being built. 

James Willetts ended his life living in Highfield Crescent. I do not 
remember him being active in the school? 

James Adams. He is in the 1936 shieldphotograph. Age unknown. 


Thomas Willetts. If this is my grandfather he died in 1927 Age 71 
Emma Auden. Was an old lady who still lived in the shop in Two Gates 
when I was young. 


Edwin Bird. Was still active in 1936. see shield photograph, and is on the 
list of teachers until 1942. 


This addition was a substantial building and was fitted with folding 
partitions between the chapel and the new structure with another partition 
dividing the new room. Two 


doorways were provided, one for each classroom on opposite walls of the 
structure. It also 


looks from the plans that a water closet was provided at the top left hand 
side of the new 

building. 

If the extension was built at about the turn of the century it was another 
major project for the leaders of the school and the people of Two Gates. By 
this time the financial backers who helped with the original building had 
long since moved on. 


The planning and financing presented an astronomical enterprise. In the 
early years of the new century when finances are mentioned in the records, 
figures are never more than a few pounds. The deacons repeatedly 
approached the teachers for loans. 


As with the original building where the funds came from and who built the 
extension is and will probably remain a mystery. 


The pot bellied stove was replaced by solid fuel central heating; gas lighting 
was installed then superseded by electricity. 


In 1953 work was completed on another major refurbishment, this time the 
interior was gutted and a new roof was put in place. 


Before 1953 there was one floor level in the chapel, this extended from the 
floor of the vestry. At that time the preacher came out of the vestry and the 
pulpit was a few feet from the vestry door facing south. Entry from the 
outside into the vestry was by steps from the footpath.These renovations 
changed the whole character of the building. The vestry door was sealed 
and a new entrance was created with double doors at ground level. New 
facilities provided in the reception area and a staircase ascending up to the 
chapel. 


Over this newly created level a platform was raised with steps up at both 
extremities. This means that the anniversary platform is naturally raised 
instead of being placed on 4ft stilts in the right hand corner looking from 
the vestry. (Photograph showing 50 on platform). 


This refurbishment cost £1,500.00; at 1953 values it was a tremendous 
amount of money.J.M. Tate was the builder and the money was raised by 
subscription, Mr. Tate received instalments for over three years before the 
debt was paid off. 


The original slate roof was replaced with tiles, with hind sight the weight of 
the roof was increased by a considerable amount. Fifty years on it is still in 
place. 


A small kitchen was built at the top left hand side and the old toilet was 
brought inside. 


The old solid fuel central heating boiler was replaced with a gas unit, no 
more shovelling coke and having a rota to light the fire early on Sunday 
morning to heat the building for Sunday school and evening worship. 


This was a major undertaking and, thanks to the benevolence of J.M. Tate 
and the dedicated local people who went round the village to collect weekly 
donations the project was completed. 

In 1996 it was decided once again to embark on a major project of 
improvement. Both the interior and exterior were in desperate need of 
redecoration. The old metal window frames were in a poor state and over a 
long period broken windows had been repaired with a hotchpotch of various 
pieces of glass. So it was decided to replace all the window frames in the 
chapel. The replacements were of soft wood and coated in heavy-duty 
varnish. The interior was also painted. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


nniversaries have been an integral part of the annual celebrations 

since the opening of Two Gates Ragged School. The services 

have held to a format that still continues today. In the early days 
there would be a parade through the village to encourage the local 
inhabitants, who were also the family of the school children, to attend one 
or all of the celebration services. The morning service at 10.45 a.m. would 
see the children in place ready to perform the hymns, songs and recitations 
that they had been learning for the previous six weeks or so. 


Over that one and a half months discipline would have been very severe, no 
hymnbooks were allowed on the big day, recitations and songs were 
memorised and were word perfect.It was considered a humiliation to 
stumble over the words of a poem and unforgivable to break down during a 
solo or a duet. Family and friends came to support their children and there 
was always rivalry between the girls as to who had the best anniversary 
dress. 


Times were hard in the late 1800°s and not many of the children had new 
clothes but the effort was made to at least have everything washed and 
cleaned for the big day. If there were real needy cases help was given and 
the Saving Club was available for those who had a few pennies each week 
to save. A special effort was always made at anniversary time. 


Traditionally the morning service was the Men’s Service, most of the men 
in the village turned out to see their children and grandchildren on the 
platform and it must have been an inspiration to hear, perhaps a hundred 


male voices singing the popular hymns of the day. In the afternoon, at 
2:45p.m. the recitation service gave the children the opportunity to 
demonstrate the words they had memorised in music and rhyme. The level 
of excitement was electric. 


At the evening service once again the whole village turned out in support. 


The anniversary was held each year on the first Sunday in June and the 
preparation would begin in April. In the chapel everything had to be 
scrubbed and cleaned from the floortothe oil lamps above. The children 
were situated on a platform high above the congregation this platform was 
supported on wooden pillars and was 5 ft off the floor rising to a height of 8 
ft at the back. 


There would be an average of 50 children on the platform, predominantly 
girls; raised up to this height they must have resembled the angels to both 
ear and eye. 

We must also remember that there was no musical accompaniment in those 
early years apart from Mr. Homfrey’s flute. 


Preachers for the anniversary services would be invited from other chapels 
in the district, Lye, Cradley Heath, Old Hill and Blackheath, on one 
occasion a student from Handsworth College (Methodist) officiated. 


Anniversary 1949-50 
Back Row, Marion Crumpton. June Cutler. Gillian Taylor. Margaret Dunn. 
Marion 


Dunn. Gladys Jones. Gladys Gilliam. 
Fourth Row, Ann Cooper. Clare Southall. Mary Hipkiss. Dorothy 
Billingham. Sheila 


Fellows. Brenda Dunn. Maureen Kirton. Mona Britten. 
Third Row, Jacqueline Patrick. Maureen Hough/Smith. Pauline Davies. Ann 


Whithers. 


Rita Woodhouse. Ann Brooks. Pat Southall. Nola Willetts. Iris Foxall. 
Barbara Woodhouse. 


Barbara Cartwright. Pat Boxley. 
Second Row, Pauline Perry. Lillian Bennett. Sandra Bird. Ivy Jones. Rita 
Horne. 


Shirley Smith. Valerie Fellows. Ann Southall. ???????. Audrey Fellows. 
Thelma Walker. 


Irene Wellings. 
Front Row, Maurine Woodhouse. Gloria Green. Freda Crampton. Carol 
Bate. Mary 


Rock. Yvonne Cartwright. Beatrice Smith. Sandra Cooper. Pauline 
Williams. Brenda Grove. Jennifer Bennett. Susan Bowen. 


In 1953 there were major structural alterations to the layout of the chapel; 
the floor level changed, rooms were created at a lower level than the 
original floor and a raised floor level was constructed at the front end 
(South) of the building. The original raised platform was adapted to 
accommodate the children of the day. There was at this time an extension 
made for the small ladies choir, they would sing an anthem during the 
service. 


As the twentieth century was drawing to its close the number of children 
attending Sunday school was diminishing and it became obvious as the 
millennium opened their were insufficient children for the Sunday school to 
continue with the traditional annual celebration. 


In 2003 the superintendent (Mrs. Clifton) decided to cast the net to gather in 
some old scholars so that the anniversary tradition could continue. It 
became a resounding success. 


We are still hoping that the Sunday school will reform. Unfortunately Mrs. 
Clifton did not live to see the success of this new venture. 


OCRIPTURE EXAM 


handbooks from the National Sunday School Union were given 
out. Several passages of scripture had to be studied including one 
passage to be memorised. The scholars were divided into age groups. 


y | 1 his exam was held every year in March. At the end of January 


To make it fairer to the smaller Sunday Schools a system was devised, 
where the total number of marks achieved by each school was divided 
firstly by the number of scholars who sat the exam, then by the number who 
were eligible. The two averages were then added together to give a total for 
the competition. 


The prize giving was held on the first Monday in May; because of the large 
number of children involved the results could take as long as two hours to 
read out, each prize winner receiving a book. The highest prize winner in 
each section receiving a medal. 


Jack Evans was the Examination Secretary for many years, by the time he 
had finished all the results, and several hymns had been was mounting to 
find out which Sunday school had won the Woodhouse Shield or the 
Woodhouse Cup for the runners up. 


The Sunday school won the Woodhouse Challenge Shield in the Cradley 
Heath and District Sunday School Union in 1936 and 1967, the Sunday 
school came second in 1988 and because the local Sunday School Union 
ceased to function in that same year we are still in possession of the silver 
cup and stand that was presented to the scholars for that achievement. 


Back Row-M. Taylor. J. Hipkiss. E. Crampton. G. Garratt. A. Pearson. D. 
Homer. M. Cooper. G. Griffin. M. Brittain., G. Cooper. I. Payne. M. Griffin. 
K. Malpass. Second Row-J. Adams. E. Boxley. A. Evans. C. Willetts. J. 
Hodgetts. E. Bird. D. Wood. R. Bache. E. Growcott. 

Front Row-L. Stokes. M. Wellings. E. Griffin. P. Boxley. P. Williams. W. 
Hipkiss. E. Hill. C. Pegg. A. Taylor. I. Billingham. R. Boxley. 


Scholars who won the Woodhouse Challenge Shield 1963, with officials 
and teachers. Back Row - C. While. H. M. Clifton. H. Cox. C. Willetts. P. 
Bate. J Patrick. P. A. Grice. 

Second Row - V. Beal. C. Worrall. C. Harris. P. Billingham. A. Jones. A. 
Morgan. C. White. M. Lee. A. Kathke. C. Brettell. A. Capewell. B. Cook. 


Third Row - C. Roberts. J. Coley. P. Pritchard. G. Yeats. R. Skelding. J. 
Smith. C. Lawson. H. Brookes. J. Stevenswood. M. Davies. 

Front Row - C. Totney. R. Woodhouse. P. Kathke. D. Taylor. M. Skelding. 
G. Hughes. W. Weston. P. Wright. J. Pritchard 


Medal presented to Robert Skelding in 1963 for 82 marks 


Scholars who won the Woodhouse Challenge Shield 1963, with teachers, 
parents and friends. This photograph was taken at Indlip Hall. 
Worcestershire. County Police H.Q. 


Back Row - B. Willetts. H. M. Clifton. C. Willetts. N. Clifton. L. Taylor. R. 
O. Willetts. H. Wright. M. Willetts. C. Billingham. L. C. Evans. P. 
Billingham. D. Skelding. C. Worrall. P. Bate. C. Harris. E. Cox. H. Cox. L. 
Billingham.W. Billingham. 

Second Row - P. Prichard. M. Daves. B. Oran. C. Lawson. C. Hadley. R. 
Skelding. M. Hughes. 

Front Row - J. Coley. W. Oran. W. Weston. S. Gilliam. G. Yates. R. 
Woodhouse. J. Pritchard. P. Wright. G. Hughes. M. Skelding. D. Skelding. 
C. Totney. P. Kathke. D. Taylor. J. Little. 


Back Row, Marion Willoughby, Tracy Attwood, Gregg Lee, Joanne 
Greening, Edward Chance. Norman Clifton, Hazel Clifton, Becky ? Karen 
Willoughby, Neal Clarke, Linda Worton. Barry Willetts. 


Front Row, Craig Harris, Penny Greening, Emma Heathcock, Jodie ? 
Charlotte Greening. 


CELEBRATIONS TO 
MARK THE CORONATION 
OF QUEEN ELIZABETH Il 


rom the County Express:- 
The Two Gates and District Coronation celebrations were held on 


Saturday. Over 1000 people, including 650 children carrying flags 
and banners, took part in the procession, headed by the Tube Industries 
(Oldbury) Boys’ Band. 

On their arrival at the field, lent by Mr W Thomas, a telegram of loyal 
greetings was sent to the Queen, and a reply was received from her Private 
Secretary. 


During the afternoon and evening, a crowd of about 1500, were entertained 
by the T.I. Band, and Mr B Barton, entertainer and magician. The 
proceedings, were opened by the Mayor of Halesowen (Ald. L Harper) 
accompanied by the Mayoress. Mr A. Moyle M.P. was also present, and 
addressed the crowd. A bouquet was presented to the Mayoress by Miss 
Ann Gill, who was attended by Jennifer Rose and Jean Pritchard. 


The Mayoress presented a brief case to Cllr. Clifford Willetts, who acted as 
secretary. It had been subscribed for by the collectors and committee, as a 
token of their appreciation of the hard work and organisation put in by Mr 
Willetts. He was surprised and obviously deeply moved when receiving the 
present. He thanked the committee for their kind thoughts. 


Special baskets of fruit, etc. were sent to children unable to attend through 
illness, and Mrs D Bevan was responsible for this. The children were given 
bags of food, an orange, minerals, ice cream and a souvenir tin of chocolate. 
Mr E Green led the community singing. A firework display, witnessed by 
some 2000 people, gave the proceedings an admirable climax. A memorable 
day ended with people joining hands and sing Auld Lang Synge. 


On Sunday evening a thanks-giving service in Two Gates Ragged School 
was conducted by Mr T Jackson and Cllr. C Willetts. The choir sang “Send 
out Thy light,” and the children their anniversary hymns. Mr P Bate was the 
organist. Thanks were accorded to Mr W Billingham (chairman), Mr D 
Jackson (treasurer) and then 40 ladies who acted and sang a few of their 
favourite Anniversary hymns. Over £230 was raised, 450 families having 
paid 3d. per week. 


HARVEST FESTIVALS 


arvest time has been celebrated down the centuries and never 

more enthusiastically than in the village Chapel. Two Gates has 

been no exception. The population of the village celebrated and 
thanked their God for the bounty of their gardens and allotments. 
Traditionally the Harvest Thanksgiving service was a celebration held in 
early October, this time of year root crops were still in the ground and 
available, the preserves prepared from the summer crop of fruit and 
vegetables were abundant. Although the villagers were at the lower end of 
the social and financial scale their industry in producing crops abounded. 
The congregation would produce the fruits and vegetables and home made 
preserves, and the local traders and shop keepers, dry goods and other 
necessities. 


In the minutes and early records it is stated that the harvest goods were 
distributed to the poor of the district, many homes must have celebrated at 
this timely bounty. At this event the chapel must have taken on an almost 
mediaeval atmosphere with the displays on tables, chairs, windowsills and 
every available ledge, the aroma of all this fresh produce mixed together 
would have been overwhelming. 


The words and prayers of thanks, and the traditional harvest hymns sung 
with gusto would be an inspiration for the coming winter months. 


As time and science have advanced that pleasant almost overpowering 
aroma of earlier harvests has been replaced by inert cans, jars, foil packets 
and other methods of preservation that hide one of the most enjoyable 
experiences of our food. 


The tradition of distribution to the poor of the district is no longer 
appropriate so the goods are donated and then bought back by the 
congregation to raise funds for the upkeep of the chapel. 

With modern techniques of world wide distribution we could celebrate 
Harvest at any time of the year, but the tradition of gathering to thank God 
for His bounty we should preserve for all time. 


While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease. 


CANDLELIGHT CAROL 
SERVICE 


t the time of writing, this service has been a ‘tradition’ for fifty 

years; has grown and extended its appeal over the years. In 1960 

Mr. B. Willetts (Present Superintendent) was in Kenya engaged 
in military national service. Over the Christmas period he attended a carol 
service in the township of Nakuru, just a few miles south of the equator. 
The church had no electricity and it was wholly illuminated by candles (just 
as our chapel was one hundred years before). This service had a profound 
effect. 


It was suggested a few years later that the same could be done with effect at 
Two Gates for our Christmas carol service. Two dozen jars were suspended 
on wire above the congregation and the windows festooned with candles. 
There were candelabra and free standing candles, about 150 candles in all. 


The service was a growing success story. After a few years the chapel was 
full to overflowing and extra chairs had to be provided, with chapel 
members standing throughout the service. In the late 1990’s it was 
suggested that the seating capacity should be extended by opening the 
partition and suspending more candles. This proved an excellent idea and 
was adopted. 


The early years of the last decade of the century saw the inclusion of the 
Concord Players to this event. This group consisted of 8/10 individuals 
playing an assortment of instruments, string and wind. It is a unique group 
because they only come together when they perform at this particular 


venue. Each year this service is anticipated with excitement and the carols 
are sung with enthusiasm. Long may it continue. 


NATIVITY SCENE 


| n September 1988 Mr. & Mrs. B. Willetts decided to visit Kenya. This 
was to celebrate 25 years of marriage and to fulfil an ambition Barry 
had held for many years to revisit this country. 

For some time there had been talk of purchasing a nativity scene for use in 
the chapel and Sunday school. Each one observed was either too large, to 

small, to ornate or just not suitable. 


While visiting a souvenir shop Barry and Rhoda saw what they thought 
would be an ideal purchase; the figures were hand carved from local wood 
by disabled workers. A telephone call back home confirmed the purchase 
should be made. On inspection back in Two Gates the scene was agreed to 
be ideal. By Christmas of that year a stable had been made to accommodate 
the nativity figures and was used through Advent and Christmas, it has over 
the years become another tradition of Two Gates Ragged School. 


A replacement stable was provided in 2006, the African carvings are still in 
pristine condition. 


FLOWER FESTIVALS 


mists of time records show that a flower service was held 

occasionally, in the month of June. The children of the school were 
encouraged to go out into the fields and hedgerows on the afternoon of the 
service and collect wild flowers. 


| n 2006 the tradition of the flower festival was revived, back in the 


Older members would bring pot plants and cut flowers from the garden but 
generally speaking the chapel was decked with an abundance of nature. 


With the renewal of this festival the ladies of the chapel set about the 
organisation and soon there was a large group of flower arrangers 
volunteering to make displays for the event. 


The chapel was opened on Saturday afternoon for the displays to be viewed 
and there was a continuous flow of people to observe some spectacular 
displays. 

The flower service that took place on the Sunday evening was also well 
attended and the whole enterprise was a financial success. 


ILLUMINATED CROSS 


nce again a donation was made by a friend of the chapel Mr 

William Kirton, in memory of a loved one. It was decided to have 

an illuminated cross placed on the front wall of the chapel it was 
6 ft. Tall, when fitted and it could be seen from Brierley Hill to Netherton, 
with subsequent building and tree growth it is no longer so prominent. 


Some years ago an electrical fault caused the cross to be switched off for a 
short time, after a few days an elderly woman came to the chapel with a 
glass jar full to the brim with small denomination coins. She explained that 
this money was put on one side in case of emergency. This lady lived in a 
flat on the Tanhouse Estate and she explained that each night before going 
to bed she looked out at the illuminated cross and said her evening prayer. 
Incidents of this nature should make us realise how our actions affect the 
world and those we may never know. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING 
FELLOWSHIP 


ach week an informal Wednesday evening service was held in the 

small room at the bottom of the chapel. Hymns were taken from 

the Sankey hymn book and were song with gusto without any 
accompaniment. There was no speaker and proceedings were taken by 
members. 


At times there would be more people present than on Sunday evening. 
Membership was unique, this being because it comprised of some people 
who did not attend Sunday worship for various reasons and some who 
attended other chapels on Sundays. 


To name a few there would be the family of the Bennett sisters who did not 
reside in the area as did the sisters of the Hough family. At the conclusion 
of the service a cup of tea would be taken and the men would say, “leave 
the women to their ‘canting’ (talking) class.” At Christmas time a social 
event was organised which was enjoyed by all. 


Joyce Willetts 


MUSIC, ORGANISTS, 
ORGANS 


Ragged School was built the local residents felt the need to worship 
and they would meet anywhere that there was a room. A cottage or a 
nail/chain workshop, the only requirement was a roof. 


| n the beginning there was music! Of the early days before Two Gates 


Music and song has always been an integral part of worship, the villagers of 
Two Gates were no exception. At this time, 1850 — 60 very few in the 
village could read but they did learn to sing. Many of these songs were of a 
religious nature. 


In 1770 John Wesley paid a visit to Cradley and perhaps this incident 
started the smouldering fire that became the independent non-conformist 
Church in the area. 


When the locals met together in their small groups they would sing 
spontaneously and unaccompanied, following the lead of one who knew the 
words and could hold a tune. 


Rhythm was probably that of a hammer striking an anvil, the rhythm that 
ruled their lives. Eventually someone came to a meeting who could play an 
instrument, probably a home made flute made from the plants of the 
hedgerow. The first time a ‘real’ instrument was introduced it was through 
Jeston Homfrey who was an accomplished flute player and was able to 
inspire and instruct a small group. 


There is no mention of music or its provision in the chapel until 1870 when 
a second hand harmonium was offer by Mrs. Guise and accepted, there is 
no mention of who played the instrument. It is also thought that in these 
early days a violin was sometimes used in services. 


At one time it was considered that there was sufficient musical talent in the 
membership for a band to be formed. This project was short lived not so 
much from lack of talent but from a lack of finance. Five shillings per week 
to the band master and the provision of instruments was too great a burden. 
In 1906 a second hand piano was purchased by Mr. Hodgetts. He had to 
wait six months for the money to be re-paid to him. 


The story goes that in 1910 during morning Sunday School a young man 
walked into the chapel and without introduction or instruction sat at the 
organ and played for the service. He came again in the afternoon and 
remained in post for the next 60 Years. During this time he must have been 
away on some Sundays but no one remembers him not being present. Percy 
Bate was as much a part of Two Gates as was the bell that called the 
villagers to worship. Towards the end of his life percy played the organ 
while suffering from severe arthritis. arthritis. He would not give up his 
post. For some time Barry helped him with the music, finding hymns, 
turning pages and getting to know what were the alternative tunes that 
Percy used to suit the congregation. 


Percy served the chapel for so long he became an institution. Whole 
generations passed through the Sunday school and sang to his music. Those 
same children would remember the words they sang and remember them for 
the rest of their lives. 


Mr. Percy Bate died in September 1973, he had continued to play for the 
congregation up to March of that year, and later a memorial service was 
held at the chapel. This was one of the most moving events in the history of 
Two Gates, many memories were relived and many tears shed. Percy was 
small in stature but a giant in his devotion. 


For several years Sunday worship was lead, on the organ, by Mr. Harry 
Clift, of Beecher Street, Cradley. He gave the chapel wonderful service for 
several years. He died in March 1984. 


Harry was followed by Mr. Eddie Truman who came from Halesowen every 
Sunday evening for a number of years and soon became an integral pillar of 
our worship. He started to play at Two Gates in October 1985 and resigned 
in January 1991 because of failing health. 


Then once again we were left with no one to play in the chapel. This was a 
worrying time when it seemed probable that the congregation would once 
again have to sing unaccompanied; there seemed no organist available. As 
word spread that Two Gates had no music Mr. Caleb Worton of Beecher 
Street volunteered to play. He was a member of Providence Chapel, Colley 
Gate and provided music for their Sunday morning fellowship. It was 
arranged for him to play for our evening service, after a while age and 
infirmity, as always, caught up and we were left without music. 


Sometimes a visiting preacher would bring along a spouse or friend whose 
talents lay with the piano, these occasions were seldom but always 
appreciated. 


At some point before 1900 an old harmonium was offered to the school 
from a resident of the village. This instrument was used as the main 
accompaniment for the congregation for many years and was then used in 
the Sunday school and later in the ‘Men’s Own’ fellowship. It was 
uncovered during a general clear up in 2003 and was found to be riddled 
with woodworm and had to be removed. This gift of a second hand 
instrument, did continual service for over 100 yrs. As the old saying goes 
‘They don’t make them like they used to.’ 


In 1953 the superintendent of the day (Mr. C. Willetts) was offered, as a gift 
a large Italian organ. This organ belonged to the Somers family, Walter 
Somers Ltd. Mucklow Hill, Halesowen. Untilthis time it had graced the 
morning room at Bell Hall, Bellbroughton it was and still is a magnificent 
instrument. 


Percy Bate was ecstatic, heaven had been presented to him by this gift and 
he was soon playing it as an extension of his own being. Towards the end of 
his life Percy played the keyboard of the organ with one finger and thumb 
on his right hand and two fingers and thumb on his left. It always seemed 
that he was so attuned to the organ that if he missed a note the organ 
seemed to know, and filled the gaps. Music was never the same after his 
passing. 

In 2002 the chapel was presented with an electronic organ by Mr. Albert 
Head of Beecher Road, Cradley. Albert had a lifelong family tradition of 
attending oursister Ragged School at High Town, Cradley and was the 
organist there for many years. Occasionally over the years Albert has helped 
us by playing at Two Gates on special occasions when our regular organist 
was unavailable. This bond brought about the presentation of the organ. It 
has been played at most special services since that time; Albert has been a 
visiting organist at marriages and funerals. 


Following the death of Mr Eddie Truman in 1991 the congregation on 
Sunday evening and the Sunday school, morning and afternoon, sang 
hymns unaccompanied. As there were no natural leaders among the 
members, singing deteriorated dramatically. 


Over the years Barry Willetts had made an effort to tape-record hymn music 
that could be used in the Wednesday night class. This was total failure, the 
concept was before its time. With perseverance a ‘karaoke’ machine was 
purchased and again Barry managed to get music taped that could be played 
on this equipment. The music could be adjusted for speed and with 
incorporated counter individual hymns could be selected. This system 
improved the singing but it was far from perfect. 


In about 1992 Barry acquired a computer and taught himself to use it for 
correspondence, posters, hymn sheets and such like. After a while he found 
a programme that allowed notes to be typed onto a musical score. After 


some false starts, singable music was produced. After a while the 
congregation became adjusted to the new medium and Barry became more 
proficient at typing in the notes. Singing to ‘canned’ music will not replace 
the real thing but it does serve its purpose. 


The pinnacle of use of this computer music was in 2006 when with only 
three days notice of our organist Mrs Pearl Slater being too ill to play for 
the anniversary, the computer was used to fill in. The majority of the 
congregation did not notice the difference. 


Over recent years, from about 1996 music for special occasions 
Anniversaries, Weddings and Funerals we have been able to call on the 
talents of Mr Albert Slater and his wife Pearl to provide music. Their 
involvement with Two Gates has been invaluable. 


In 140 years there have been many musical ups and downs, going from a tin 
whistle to computer music; all of these means have allowed congregations 
to express their praise at the top of their voices, in tune or out. 


BAPTISMS AND FONTS 


carved stone, standing some 3ft. 6ins high. The top, containing the 

bowl, was decorated on the outside. Its weight at this time is 
unknown but it must have been considerable. It stood at the bottom of the 
school (North). 


y | 1 he first Baptismal Font to be used in the school was of solid, 


The minutes of 4th March 1924 indicate that a wooden cover was 
purchased to protect the top and bowl. This font was used from the time that 
the school became a recognised place of worship until 1953. 


It is not known what happened to this font but it was replaced with a 
smaller one. This was a round (turned) font in a dark grained marble that 
stood on its own wooden stand. Unfortunately this stand had a 
comparatively small base and there were several accidents involving 
boisterous children and the marble became damaged. This font is still in the 
school. The stand is used as a jardiniére, to place flower arrangements for 
decoration. This Font and stand was ‘presented in memory of the late 
Wesley Bate by his wife Ruth and his friends 


Mr. and Mrs. B. Harling’. November 1953. 

In the late 1980’s a complete stranger knocked on the door of Mrs. Hazel 
Clifton (Superintendent) and said he had passed through Two Gates on 
many occasions and asked if he could satisfy his curiosity by having a look 
around a ‘Ragged School’. This man was an accomplished organist and 
spent a while seated at and playing the organ. After this introduction he 


would, on occasions, call into Hazel’s for the chapel key and spend some 
time at the organ. After many of these visits he arrived and opened the boot 
of his car to reveal a magnificent, wooden font stand and bowl. He said that 
a small country church in Warwickshire was in the process of being 
demolished and he had rescued this font, and thought of Two Gates. It was 
presented to the school to do with as we wished, the paintwork was dirty so 
it was renovated and painted and has been on display in the chapel since 
that time. The bow] to this font can hold 1/2 gal, or 2 litres of water. 


In the 1980s Mrs. H. Clifton (Supt.) and her husband Norman, Mr. B. 
Willetts (Asst. Supt.) and his wife Rhoda, went on holiday to Cyprus. 
During that holiday a trip to the Holy Land was arranged. After visiting 
Jerusalem and other biblical sites we were on our way to Bethlehem. Our 
bus made a stop at the obligatory ‘Bazaar’ where mementoes could be 
purchased as a memory ofthe excursion. It was decided that two brass 
bowls should be acquired to use in the school at baptisms. The journey 
continued on to Bethlehem where we went to the ‘Church of the Nativity’ 
and down to the ‘cave’ that is depicted as the place where the baby Jesus 


was born. In the centre of the floor there is an inlaid silver star over a 
perpetual flame. It was suggested that items could be placed on this spot 
and be blest, this was done with the brass bowls. One of these bowls has 
been used at all baptisms since that time. 


Sometime later another holiday was taken in the Holy Land, with many 
visits to biblical sites. One of these was to the lake of Galilee and the river 
Jordan. On this visit Hazel filled a litre bottle with water from the river. On 
returning home to Two Gates this water was sterilised and has been used in 
baptisms since that time. 


TRIPS AND OUTINGS 


here were many annual events that had become and continued to 

be a tradition. The Gift Day service was led by a variety of choirs 

from all around the district including the Halesowen Hand bell 
ringers, the Womborne Methodist Singers, the Salvation Army and 
frequently the Cradley Darby and Joan Choir. 


The children’s Christmas party was held at Caslon Primary School, with 
food prepared by the teachers and everyone taking part in the games that 
followed. Drayton Manor Park, always a popular venue for the Sunday 
School outing, rain or sunshine made little difference to the enjoyment of 
the day. 


A memorable trip to the Dudley Caverns, saw 50 residents of Two Gates on 
the Barge going through the tunnels, a special guest being Mr. Vernon Cox. 
Born in Cradley and a Sunday school scholar in his youth who was visiting 
his family after living in Australia for many years, he was delighted with 
the experience. 


There were trips to Walsall Illuminations, local Fire and Police Stations and 
the annual trip to London. In particular the year that most of the party went 

into Buckingham Palace, they thought themselves very grand as they came 

out with all the world seeing them in that grand setting. 


Another outstanding annual event was the trip to the Pantomime, at the 
Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham. On many occasions Mr Willetts would 
arrange for one or more of our contingent to have their name called out in 
celebration of a birthday, or some other event; these individuals was 
celebrities for weeks afterwards. 


Many of certain age group will remember with nostalgia a young Norman 
Wisdom singing, ‘Don’t laugh at me ‘cause I’m a fool’ to an enchanting 
Cinderella. There was not a dry eye in the house. 


Five coaches would line up in Two Gates, filled with 250 people, at six 
o’clock on pantomime night. Coaches from several companies had to be 
used, because one firm could not satisfy the demand. It all came to an end 
in the aftermath of the Birmingham pub bombings, people cancelled their 
places and the chapel had to cover the cost of the tickets. 


In the 1970’s there were four ambitious outings organised, trips to Europe; 
and in 1972 to the Bulb Fields in Holland. This was an extension to the 
traditional trips that had always been to the seaside and other places of 
interest. In one day there was a flight over the English Channel a stop off at 
a Dutch town with an unpronounceable name and then on to the bulb fields, 
acres and acres of flowers in one colour after another and, of course, a visit 
to a windmill. This was for most of the participants the first time they had 
been abroad or been in an aeroplane. 


Benidorm, Spain was the destination in November 1973, followed in 1975 
with a trip to Lido di Jesalo, Italy, where many were able to visit the 
beautiful city of Venice. The weekend trip to Majorca, Spain was marred by 
a delay at Birmingham airport. Instead of arriving in Majorca on Friday 
morning we were just in time for the evening meal. Disappointing but better 
to be safe than sorry. 


On January 4" 1981 Superintendent Clifford Willetts died. 


A watch night service had been arranged for the 31 December, Mr. Willetts 
was so ill that Hazel and Barry were reluctant to leave his side. On the spur 
of the moment Rhoda, (daughter-in-law) volunteered to attend chapel and 
conduct the service. This was the first and only time she had stepped into 
the pulpit to lead a service. in Mrs. Hazel Clifton J.P. was appointed 
superintendent his place, other officers were Mr. B. G. Willetts assistant 
superintendent and Mr. Neil Clarke secretary. 

During the decade ofthe 1980s Anniversary collections went from £450 in 
1981 to £787 in 1989 and the anniversary collections broke the £1,000 
barrier in 1990. Also in this period there were two serious break-ins and 
thefts, £600 and £1,000 respectively. These were devastating events but 


they had the effect of rallying local people to the chapel and money was 
raised. The Smith’s Arms and the Broadstone Public Houses gave donations 
raised by collections from their customers and many individuals in the 
locality gave generously. 


In 2003, Superintendent Mrs. Hazel Clifton died. Because Sunday school 
numbers had diminished to zero, Hazel had decided to ask old scholars to 
form a choir, (Two Gates Ladies). Mrs. Rhoda Willetts was selected to be 
the leader, all preparations for the anniversary were made and the choir took 
the platform for the first time. Hazel had managed to get to the first practice 
nights but she was in hospital on anniversary day,and she passed away on 
the Wednesday between the two services. She never realised the success of 
her final innovation. 


2003 was the end of another era, the next part of the story will be written by 
others. Barry G. Willetts. Superintendent. 2003 — 


AUSTRALIA 


Perth, Australia, it was from a firm of solicitors representing a Mr. 
Bruce Barrington; at this time he was 80 years old and in the process 
of putting his affairs in order. He must have been reflecting on his 
childhood and remembering that he had been born in Two Gates and had 
very pleasant memories of attending Two Gates Ragged School. 
Mr. Willetts made extensive enquiries in the chapel and in the local 
community but no one had any recollection of a lad of that name. 


| n 1949 Superintendent Mr C. Willetts received a letter post marked 


Some time later the chapel received a donation for £100.00 


Perhaps we should reflect that the things that we do and say may return 
after many days and increase a hundred fold. 


TWO GATES RAGGED 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
CLUB 


Gates Football Club. Not bad from such humble beginnings. 
The first ground, pitch, field, was just at the rear of the Sunday 
School, the site of Coalbourne Gardens or Barnswood Close it as is today. 


P | 1 he Club was founded in 1888, and is still playing today as Two 


The founder members were Jim Bate and Edwin Bird, the club was formed 
to represent Two Gates Ragged School. Edwin Bird was Chief Rates 
Officer for Halesowen District Council. He lived and had his office in 
Colley Lane. (His daughter was Millie Bird, a teacher at Colley Lane 
School when I was a lad). Jim Bate lived in Two Gates opposite the chapel. 


In 1900 the club played in the Dudley Church and Chapel League. After a 
period of friendly matches they joined The Lye and District Sunday School 
Football League. There were two divisions and almost every Sunday School 
in Lye, Cradley and Halesowen were members. For some time up to 1928, 
Cliff Willetts was secretary of the club. At this time for some reason the 
club stopped playing. 

In 1932 it was reformed with Harold Wellings as secretary, a great-nephew 
of Jim Bate, one of its original founder members. The team played at Harry 
Beasley's field, now part of the Fatherless Barn Estate; rent for the ground 
was 3/4d per week. The club played in the Stourbridge and District League, 
the secretary was Mr. Baker. This League was 


unaffiliated (not under the jurisdiction of the Birmingham County Football 
Association). Unfortunately the club folded again after only one season. 


After a few years it was reformed (1935-1936) this time by Frank Bate son 
of the other original founder. There followed a season of friendly matches. 
These were played on Homer Hill Recreation ground.( where Two Gates 
Football Club play today); a ground they shared with Colley Gate Football 
Club, who were members of the Cradley Heath and District League. 


1937 — 38 the club joined the Blackheath and District League, the 
secretary was Mr. Fetherstone, and there was a sixteen years of age limit on 
the teams. They finished in the first three of this league but were banned 
from the final of the Rowley Regis Vase for having a player who was a few 
days over the age limit. Home ground was now on the site of Caslon School 
or Willetts Drive. 


Home team and their opponents changed in the Sunday School and walked 
the quarter of a mile up the road to the pitch. The field belonged to the 
council, and they at first refused the use of the field. After an eloquent 
appeal by Councillor Willetts permission was granted at a rent of 10/- per 
week. 


1937 — 38 saw the team in the Brierley Hill League for the first time. 
Archie Homer was the manager of the team, a former centre forward who 
had played in the Birmingham League. Once again the team finished in the 
first three in the table 


1938 -39 was another successful season being well placed in the league. 


1939. The threat of war was having a devastating effect on the life of the 
nation. It had an immediate effect on all youth football teams throughout 
the country, and not missing Two Gates. 

The 1939 — 40 season began under this cloud and only one match was 
played, against Buckpool Rovers on the day before war was declared on the 
Sunday. In the following days the majority of the team volunteered for 
military service, many seeing service overseas. Two team members paid the 
supreme sacrifice. Victor Taylor went down with H.M.S. ‘Usurper’ in 1943, 
and Billy Bradney was lost on a destroyer in 1942 


In 1946 the team was reformed by Frank Bateitagain tookitsplace in the 
Brierley Hill League. This team finished runners up in the league and won 


the Division One, League Cup, defeating the favourites Netherton 
Wayfarers 6 — 0 at the ‘Grove’ Halesowen. 


Two Gates FC in the 1946/47 season 

Rear, left to right: W. (Bill) Billingham, Percy Bate, V. Billingham, Harry 
Hughes, Ken Davies, Cliff Willetts (wearing cloth cap), Maurice Pardoe, 
Fred Hackett, Harry Cox. Middle row, left to right: Raymond Hackett, Jack 
Hughes, Tommy Reece, John North. Front, left to right: W. (Billy) Morse, 
Frank Withers, Derek Taylor, Irving Billingham, Reg Jackson. 


Again in 1947 — 48 the team was playing in the Brierley Hill League. The 
pitch was at the bottom of Foxcote Lane, belonging to Mr. Billy Thomas, a 
farmer at Two Gates. The team was still Two Gates Sunday School, but now 
changed in ‘The Vine Inn’. This did cut 100 yards off the half mile walk to 
the playing pitch in Foxcote Lane. 


During the season Frank Bate resigned as Treasurer and Secretary. He went 
on to pursue a successful career as a top flight referee, in the Football 
League and Birmingham League. just before he retired he took part in an 
international match at Cardiff Arms Park as Linesman. 


This was a good team and many players went on to play for league clubs. 
Harry Neath, who before the war was a formidable inside forward and wing 


half, (now obsolete positions) for the ‘Lukes’ could have walked into a first 
Division side. Portsmouth were very persistent. 


The team continued to play at Foxcote Lane until the mid fifties, and were 
now in the Wolverhampton Amateur League with Tom Jackson as 

Secretary. They continued to win many league and outside cup competitions 
including the prestigious Dudley Guest Hospital Cup. There was also a 
reserve side in the Halesowen Youth League with Norman Ovendon and 
Reg Jackson in charge. 


Perhaps the most memorable touching game of this period was the benefit 
match for the wife and children of Billy Lee the star centre half, who died 
suddenly in 1957 of a brain haemorrhage. The game was played on Homer 
Hill Recreation Ground, between the old Two Gates Sunday School Club 
and the new Two Gates Football Club. The result was 2 -1 in favour of the 
youngsters, the veterans however gave a good account of themselves. 


Two Gates FC in the 1950-51 season 


Rear, left to right: W. Bradney (trainer), R. Maginis (captain), H. Neath, K. 
Rowley, F. Smith, F. Potter, C. Hackett. 

Front, left to right: J. Hill, T. Davies, M. Easthope, B. Bradney, R. Jones, L. 
Blunt. 


The game was of particular interest because it was refereed by Eric 
Jennings of Stourbridge, who officiated at the 1971 Cup Final, between 
Leeds and Chelsea. The linesmen were Bert Williams (Wolves and 
England) and Leslie Smith (Wolves and Aston Villa), left winger. After the 
final whistle crowds of soccer mad school boys bought Bert Williams to the 
ground in hero worship. 

On one occasion Two Gates won the League Championship only to learn 
that there would be no medals, the league was broke, there was no money to 
buy medals. So the team bought there own. 


Pitches. The furthest away at the end of Lutley Lane, a walk of nearly two 
miles; then to change under the hedge. Hail rain or sunshine. The team 
played on no less than 18 pitches, including Long Innage, Park Lane, Two 
Gates Lane, Lutley, Foxcote Lane and Clent View Road. 


In the fifties players and committee paid 3d per week; a collection was 
taken from spectators. This bought the strip and balls, the players provided 
their own boots. The ball had to be taken to Griffins, Cradley Heath on 
Friday night to be blown up to the correct pressure. Finally, there was a 
team meeting at the beginning of the season with one or two new faces the 
lads were recommending a new goal keeper. They sang his praises and he 
signed his papers while sitting on the back row of the meeting. Everyone 
was pleased, until the meeting broke up, when Norman who had been 
deliberately kept in the dark saw Neville Raybould walk out. He had to 
wear a built up shoe. One leg was 3” shorter than the other. With prior 
knowledge Norman would never have allowed him to sign. The lads knew 
best, the club acquired an excellent goalkeeper. 


